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July 24, 2026

MEMORANDUM

TO: Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) Sponsors

FROM: Aimee F. Beam, MS, RD
Director, Nutrition Programs Workgroup

RE: 2026 Operational Memo #17
USDA Food and Nutrition Service’s 2026 Turnip the Beet Award

This information is for all Sponsors who participated in the 2026 Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) 
through the Delaware Department of Education (DDOE) Nutrition Programs.  

We are pleased to share with you the USDA Food and Nutrition Service’s 2026 Turnip the Beet Award
information. The Turnip the Beet Award recognizes outstanding Summer Meal Program Sponsors across 
the nation who work hard to offer high quality meals to children that are appetizing, appealing, and 
nutritious during the summer months.  We know that this is happening across Delaware, as we have 
seen the great meals being served to Delaware’s children this summer!

Sponsors may submit a self-nomination or be nominated by another party. All nominations are due to 
our office by Monday, September 21, 2026. Details can be found on the attached documents and links 
below. The nomination form and additional information can also be found on the Turnip the Beet 
website at: https://www.fns.usda.gov/sfsp/turnip-the-beet.

Please note for this year, all nominations have a five (5) document limit.

When completing the nomination form, please keep in mind that the nomination reviewers consist of 
USDA staff from other regions who might not be familiar with you, your district, or your organization’s 
activities.

Please contact our office with any questions at 302-857-3356.

Attachments: Turnip the Beet 2026 Nomination Form
TUB 2026 SA and RO Checklists

cc: DDOE Nutrition Team
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