W Department of Education
Q ’ Townsend Building Cynthia Marten
§ ; 401 Federal Street Suite 2 Secretary of Education

Delaware Dover, Delaware 19901-3639 302-735-4000
Department ot Education education.delaware.gov 302-739-4654 (fax)
July 24, 2026
MEMORANDUM
TO: Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) Sponsors
FROM: Aimee F. Beam, MS, RD% _

Director, Nutrition Programs Workgroup

RE: 2026 Operational Memo #17
USDA Food and Nutrition Service’s 2026 Turnip the Beet Award

This information is for all Sponsors who participated in the 2026 Summer Food Service Program (SFSP)
through the Delaware Department of Education (DDOE) Nutrition Programs.

We are pleased to share with you the USDA Food and Nutrition Service’s 2026 Turnip the Beet Award
information. The Turnip the Beet Award recognizes outstanding Summer Meal Program Sponsors across
the nation who work hard to offer high quality meals to children that are appetizing, appealing, and
nutritious during the summer months. We know that this is happening across Delaware, as we have
seen the great meals being served to Delaware’s children this summer!

Sponsors may submit a self-nomination or be nominated by another party. All nominations are due to
our office by Monday, September 21, 2026. Details can be found on the attached documents and links
below. The nomination form and additional information can also be found on the Turnip the Beet
website at: https://www.fns.usda.gov/sfsp/turnip-the-beet.

Please note for this year, all nominations have a five (5) document limit.

When completing the nomination form, please keep in mind that the nomination reviewers consist of
USDA staff from other regions who might not be familiar with you, your district, or your organization’s
activities.

Please contact our office with any questions at 302-857-3356.

Attachments: Turnip the Beet 2026 Nomination Form
TUB 2026 SA and RO Checklists

cc: DDOE Nutrition Team

The Delaware Department of Education is an equal opportunity employer. It does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion,
national origin, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, marital status, disability, age, genetic information, or veteran’s statusin
employment or its programs and activities.
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OMB Control Number: 0584-0658 Expiration Date: 11/30/2026

Sponsor Name:

2026 Turnip the Beet Awards
State Agency and Regional Office Checklists

Section 1: State Agency Checklist and Signature

] The nominated sponsor participated in either the Summer Food Service Program or

[

[l

the Seamless Summer Option in Summer 2026.

The nominated sponsor is in good standing (i.e., the sponsor had no major findings

and program violations or completed and implemented all corrective actions from
the last compliance review, was not found seriously deficient in the past two years as
of the time of the nomination, and has never been terminated from the Summer
Food Service Program [SFSP] or Seamless Summer Option [SSO]).

Through the documentation submitted, the nominated sponsor has demonstrated

compliance with meal pattern requirements per USDA Food and Nutrition
Administration regulations and policy, based on the type of program (SFSP or SSO).

The sponsor's name and address on the application are complete, legible, and correct.
Note: P.O. Box addresses are not acceptable.

As the State agency reviewer, your sighature hereby confirms that the attached nomination
packet is complete, and all the above statements are true and complete to the best of your
knowledge.

Sighature Date

Printed Name:
Job Title:
State Agency:

Email Address:

OMB Burden Disclosure Statement: This information is being collected to assist the Food and Nutrition Administration in recognizing high quality summer meals.
This is a voluntary collection and FNA will use the information to determine Turnip the Beet award winners. This collection does request personally identifiable
information under the Privacy Act of 1974. According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, an agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required
to respond to, a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number. The valid OMB control number for this information collection is 0584-0658.
The time required to complete this information collection is estimated to average 1 hour per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, gathering the
data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of
information, including suggestions for reducing this burden, to: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Food and Nutrition Administration, Office of Policy Support, 1320
Braddock Place, 5t Floor, Alexandria, VA 22306 ATTN: PRA (0584-0658). Do not return the completed form to this address.



OMB Control Number: 0584-0658 Expiration Date: 11/30/2026

Section 2: Regional Office Checklist and Signature

[ ] The nomination packet is complete, including:

[] Sponsor name and contact information (P.O. Box addresses are not
acceptable)

[] Responses to short answer questions

[] One-month menu (one calendar month or four consecutive weeks) per service

type OR an explanation of why a one-month menu is not available
[ ] sufficient menu documentation to evaluate based on award criteria

[] Completed and signed State agency checklist

Signature Date

Printed Name:

Regional Office:

Date submitted to RO:




