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May 27, 2026 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) Sponsors 
    
FROM: Aimee F. Beam, MS, RD 
 Director, Nutrition Programs Workgroup 
 
RE: 2026 Operational Memo #15 
 High Heat and Air Quality Waiver for Summer 2026  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Delaware Department of Education (DDOE) has received approval for an Excessive Heat and 
Air Quality waiver request, which allows sponsors with approved outdoor meal sites lacking 
temperature-controlled alternative sites the opportunity to provide non-congregate meals 
during excessive heat days or when air qualify alerts are issued.  Non-congregate meal service 
shall be permitted only on days when the National Weather Service (NWS) has issued a Heat 
Advisory, an Excessive Heat Warning, an Excessive Heat Watch, or an Air Quality Alert for the 
area in which an approved outdoor meal site is located and not at the Sponsor and/or site 
location’s discretion. The DDOE will send emails notifying Sponsors of alerts. 
 
Sponsors interested in participating in either of these waivers for Summer 2026 must provide the 
following: 

 Email your intent to participate and a list of identified approved sites with meal types to 
Stephanie Burks at stephanie.burks@doe.k12.de.us  

 Use the attached spreadsheet to record and track the type and number of meals served 
on days the waivers are utilized.  Email the completed spreadsheet within 10 days of the 
non-congregate meal service to Stephanie Burks at stephanie.burks@doe.k12.de.us. 

 
Because meals served will be consumed off site: 

 Sponsors should carefully consider all food safety issues and risks; 
 Only one meal may be provided to each child present; and 
 Meals may only be provided to adults to take home to their own children. 

 
Outdoor sites with available temperature-controlled alternative sites cannot participate in the 
waiver and should serve meals at the temperature-controlled alternative site when the area is 
experiencing excessive heat or air quality alerts. 



 
 

 
 

 
If you have any questions or need assistance, please contact us at 302-857-3356. A copy of the 
approved waiver is attached for your reference. 
 
Attachments:   2026 SFSP Sponsor Heat and Air Quality Waiver Tracking Log 

DDOE Prospective Waiver Response 
                 
cc:  DDOE Nutrition Team 
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