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	1. 2027 UNITED STATES SENATE YOUTH PROGRAM
2. DELAWARE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION STUDENT APPLICATION
Due: October 8, 2026
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Part I of VII
Contact Information
	Full Name:  First Middle Last
	Preferred Pronouns: Preferred Pronouns here

	Date of Birth:  Date of Birth
	Graduating Class: Year  

	Home Address:  Street Address
                           City, State Zip 
	Home Phone:  Area Code + Number
Cell Phone:  Area Code + Number
Email Address:  Email Address 
(Use an email address that is regularly monitored.)

	
Note: Applicants must be U.S. citizens or have permanent residency at the time of application.
☐Yes, I am a U.S. citizen.
☐No, I am not a U.S. citizen, but I am a permanent resident in possession of my official Green Card at the time of this application. Having applied for a Green Card, but not in possession, means you cannot apply for USSYP.



Parent/Guardian Information
	Name: First, Last  
Address:  Street Address
                City, State  Zip 
Home/Cell Phone:  Area Code + Number
Email:  Email Address

	Name: First, Last  
Address:  Street Address
                City, State  Zip 
Home/Cell Phone:  Area Code + Number
Email:  Email Address



High School Information
*Note: Applicants must be attending high school and reside with at least one parent/guardian in Delaware for the entire school year. For additional information, visit the USSYP’s How to Apply webpage here: https://ussenateyouth.org/selection_process_qualify/.

	Name of School:  Name of School
	

	School Address:  Street Address
                             City, State  Zip 

	School Phone:  Area Code + Number      

	Principal/Head of School:  Name
	Principal/Head of School Email Address:  Email Address 


	School Counselor: Name
	Counselor Email Address:  Email Address 




Part II of VII
Qualifying Elected/Appointed Leadership Position
The United States Senate Youth Program (USSYP) is designed for student leaders who have demonstrated leadership through service to others. 

To be eligible, applicants must:
· Be currently serving in an elected or appointed leadership position that relates to government, public affairs, education, history, or community service.
· Represent and serve an identifiable constituency as part of the regular responsibilities of that position.
· Hold the qualifying leadership position for the entire 2026–2027 school year. 

All qualifying leadership positions are subject to verification and the approval of the Delaware USSYP selection administrator in accordance with the national USSYP selection criteria.

Most applicants qualify through one of the positions listed below. If your position is not listed, complete the explanation at the bottom of this section. Eligibility will be determined based on the national USSYP guidelines.

For additional information, visit the USSYP’s How to Apply webpage here: https://ussenateyouth.org/selection_process_qualify/.

Check the elected/appointed office you now hold for the entire 2026-2027 school year in one of the following student government, civic, or educational organizations:

	☐Student Body President
	☐Class President

	☐Student Body Vice President
	☐Class Vice President

	☐Student Body Secretary
	☐Class Secretary

	☐Student Body Treasurer
	☐Class Treasurer

	☐Student Council Representative
	

	
☐Officer in a National Honor Society chapter

	

	☐Student representative elected or appointed by a board, commission, committee, or similar governing body to serve a local, district, regional, or state-level civic, educational, or community service organization whose primary purpose includes public service and constituent representation.



The positions listed below DO NOT qualify for the USSYP program:
· Attendance or officer position at Boys Nation, Girls Nation, Boys State, or Girls State
· General member of a National Honor Society chapter (elected officers qualify)
· Member or leader of the Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, or a sports team
· Founder or chairperson of a self-created club or organization
· Participant, captain, or officer in Mock Trial, Debate, Model United Nations, Youth in Government, or similar academic clubs, conferences, or competitions where the primary purpose is educational participation rather than constituent representation

	If your qualifying leadership position is not listed above, briefly describe it below. In 50 words or fewer, explain: 
· the name of your elected or appointed leadership position;
· how it relates to government, public affairs, education, history, or community service; and
· the constituency you represent and serve through your regular responsibilities.

Respond here in 50 words or less. (You will have an opportunity to elaborate on your leadership experiences in the essay section).    




Principal or School Counselor Verification 
I certify that this student currently holds the leadership position described above and will serve in that position for the entire 2026–2027 school year.

Principal or Counselor Signature:	
Printed Name:	


Important: Holding a qualifying elected or appointed leadership position establishes eligibility to apply but does not guarantee selection. Delaware's selection committee evaluates the entire application, including demonstrated leadership, essays, the video presentation, letters of recommendation, academic achievement, and interview performance (if selected as a semifinalist). 

Part III of VII
Written Essays
Each student is required to complete two essays. Each essay must meet the following criteria:
· Entered directly into the designated space below
· No more than 500 words in length
· Single-spaced
· Written in 12-point Times New Roman font
· The student’s original work
· Include proper citations for any sources used, when applicable

Academic Integrity
Essays must reflect the student's own original thinking and writing. Students may not submit writing generated wholly or substantially by generative artificial intelligence tools (e.g., ChatGPT). Applications found to violate these expectations may be disqualified. Delaware reserves the right to notify the student's school of any confirmed violation.

Essay 1 of 2
In 500 words or fewer, describe
· your qualifying leadership position and the experiences that prepared you for it;
· how you have demonstrated leadership and service in your school and community;
· why you wish to represent Delaware in the USSYP and how the experience would help you grow as a civic leader. 

Respond to Essay 1 here in 500 words or less.

Essay 2 of 2
Write a persuasive, research-based essay (500 words or fewer) on a significant current issue at the state, national, or global level.

Choose an issue that is personally meaningful to you and:
· Clearly state your position or proposed solution.
· Explain why the issue matters and why it is important to you.
· Support your argument with credible evidence, examples, and reasoning.
· Address at least one alternative perspective or counterargument.
· Explain how your proposed approach reflects the responsibilities of effective civic leadership in a constitutional democracy.

Your essay should demonstrate thoughtful analysis, sound judgment, and an understanding of the complexities of public policy and civic life.

Requirements:
· No more than 500 words
· Single-spaced
· 12-point Times New Roman font
· The student's original work
· Cite all sources using a recognized citation format (MLA, APA, or Chicago are acceptable)
· Use credible, reliable sources to support your argument

Essays will be evaluated based on the quality of ideas and analysis, organization, use of evidence, writing conventions, and the effective integration of source material.

Respond to Essay 2 here in 500 words or less.



Part IV of VII
Video Presentation
Public speaking is a central component of the United States Senate Youth Program (USSYP). Each student must submit a video presentation, no longer than 3 minutes, which will be evaluated based on the following criteria:
· Public speaking ability
· Vocabulary and word choice
· Originality of content
· Organization and structure
· Depth of knowledge and understanding of content
· Clarity of visual aids (e.g., charts, graphs, slides, if used)
· Overall presentation, including attire, professionalism, and the appropriateness of the setting of the video

Video Presentation Instructions
Imagine you have just been elected as a U.S. Senator from Delaware. In your video, please address the following:
· Introduce yourself and share why you are proud to represent the state of Delaware.
· Highlight the personal qualities that you believe will make you an effective leader in Washington, D.C.
· Identify one or two legislative priorities you would champion and explain their significance to you and your constituents.
· Share a historical or contemporary leader you admire and explain how their example influences your approach to leadership.

Note: The video presentation must feature the applicant speaking directly. AI-generated narration, avatars, voice cloning, or other synthetic media may not be used.

Professional Expectations
Your video presentation is an important component of Delaware's USSYP selection process and will be considered alongside the other application materials when determining which applicants advance to the finalist stage. Your presentation should reflect a high level of professionalism, confidence, and respect for the significance and prestige of this opportunity. Dress appropriately, and ensure your tone, setting, and demeanor reflect the honor of representing Delaware on a national stage.

To submit your video, upload your submission to YouTube: Insert YouTube link to your video here. 


Part V of VII
Parent/Guardian Consent
The USSYP requires that student applicants confirm that, to the best of their knowledge, they do not have a scheduling conflict with the Washington Week program (March 6 – 13, 2027). Attendance during the entire Washington Week program is required to receive the financial scholarship.

Parents or guardians must sign below to approve for students to go to Washington, D.C. for Washington Week program (March 6 – 13, 2027) under the conditions set forth in the rules and regulations in the program brochure: https://ussenateyouth.org/selection_process_brochure/

	Student Name: First and Last
	

	
	

	Student Signature:
	Date: Today’s Date





	1st Parent’s/Guardian’s Name: First and Last
	Sole Guardian? ☐Yes☐No

	
	

	1st Parent’s/Guardian’s Signature:
	Date: Today’s Date





	2nd Parent’s/Guardian’s Name: First and Last
	

	
	

	2nd Parent’s/Guardian’s Signature:
	Date: Today’s Date




Part VI of VII
Required Attachments
· Two (2) Signed Letters of Recommendation:
1. One letter must be from either a high school principal or teacher
2. One letter must be from another adult (non-family member) who has directly observed the student’s leadership and service—this may include an advisor, coach, mentor, or representative of an organization or activity in which the student has demonstrated leadership or currently holds a qualifying leadership position for USSYP. 

· Copy of School Transcript - this information will remain confidential.


Part VII of VII
Submission Process

Student Responsibilities:
· Step One: Complete all components of the USSYP application, including all required attachments, links, and signatures.

· Step Two: Submit the completed application to your high school counselor by your school’s internal deadline.

School Counselor Responsibilities:
· Step 3: Review all student submissions and select one nominee to represent your school for the United States Senate Youth Program.

· Step 4: Compile the selected nominee's complete application—including all required documents, links, and signatures—into a single PDF before submission.

· Step 5: Submit your school’s nomination, and the nominee’s full application, via email to both:
· Michael Feldman, Education Associate for Social Studies: michael.feldman@doe.k12.de.us 
· Michelle Christman, Secretary: michelle.christman@doe.k12.de.us 

Please ensure all materials are submitted by your school’s internal deadline to allow time for review and timely submission to the Delaware Department of Education.
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