
Summer Food Service Program Summer 

2024 Child Nutrition Programs 12(l) Waiver Checklist 

 Child Nutrition Programs are expected to be administered according to all statutory and regulatory 
requirements; waivers to the requirements are exceptions. However, Section 12(l) of the Richard B. 
Russell National School Lunch Act, 42 U.S.C. 1760(l), provides USDA authority to waive 
requirements for State agencies or eligible service providers under certain circumstances.  

This optional form is designed to streamline the process for State agencies requesting a waiver of 
statutory or regulatory requirements for the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) and Seamless 
Summer Option (SSO) for 2024 summer operations (May 1, 2024 – September 30, 2024). The form 
does not allow States to modify their request to waive additional regulations for those waiver types 
or to submit other types of waivers.  

SFSP and SSO operators may not use this form to submit waivers for their own operation. Operators 
that wish to apply for a waiver separately from a statewide waiver must contact the State agency to 
provide them with the necessary information to complete the waiver request on their behalf, also 
including the required elements in SP 15-2018, CACFP 12-2018, SFSP 05- 2018, Child Nutrition 
Program Waiver Request Guidance and Protocol - Revised, May 24, 2018.  

State agencies should continue to provide notice and information to the public about their 
application for a waiver in accordance with the requirements at Section 12(l) of the NSLA, even 
when submitting a waiver through this form. 

 

*Longest effective dates are in italics; actual effective dates are contingent on date of approval. 

 



 

 

 It is unsafe for children to participate in outdoor meals and activities on days there are 



excessive heat and indoor/air-conditioned facilities are not available. If this waiver request is 
approved, SFSP and SSO sponsors will be able to request pre-approval from the State agency 
to serve non-congregate meals (including in areas not eligible to operate rural non-congregate 
meal service) on days an excessive heat advisory is issued by the National Weather Service. Any 
sponsor that receives pre-approval and utilizes the non-congregate meal waiver for this 
purpose will be required to notify the State agency prior to submitting a claim if they utilized the 
waiver. They will also be required to submit the heat advisory notification from the National 
Weather Service. The Sponsor must track the number of meals per meal service that are served 
under this waiver, per day of high heat and submit the tracking to the SA at the end of summer 
operations.  
 
 

 

https://education.delaware.gov/educators/whole-child-support/nutrition/sfsp/ 

 

https://education.delaware.gov/educators/whole-child-support/nutrition/sfsp/


 

 

If this waiver request is approved, SFSP and SSO sponsors will be able to request pre-
approval from the State agency to serve non-congregate meals (including in areas not 
eligible to operate rural non-congregate meal service) on days when an air quality alert is 



issued. Any sponsor that receives pre-approval and utilizes the non-congregate meal waiver 
for this purpose will be required to notify the State agency prior to submitting a claim if they 
utilized the waiver. They will also be required to submit a copy of the air quality notification 
from the National Weather Service. The Sponsor must track the number of meals per meal 
service that are served under this waiver, per day of air quality issues and submit the 
tracking to the SA at the time of claim submission. 

 

https://education.delaware.gov/educators/whole-child-support/nutrition/sfsp/ 

 

 

https://education.delaware.gov/educators/whole-child-support/nutrition/sfsp/


 



 

 

If this waiver request is approved, SFSP and SSO sponsors will be able to request pre-
approval from the State agency to serve non-congregate meals (including in areas not 
eligible to operate rural non-congregate meal service) on days of unanticipated school 
closures. Any sponsor that receives pre-approval and utilizes the non-congregate meal 



waiver for this purpose will be required to notify the State agency prior to submitting a claim 
if they utilized the waiver. They will also be required to submit justification and 
documentation of the school closure to the State agency. The Sponsor must track the 
number of meals per meal service that are served under this waiver, and submit the tracking 
to the SA at the time of claim submission. 

 

 

https://education.delaware.gov/educators/whole-child-support/nutrition/sfsp/ 

 

 

https://education.delaware.gov/educators/whole-child-support/nutrition/sfsp/

