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January 23, 2024 

 

MEMORANDUM 

 

TO:  Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) Sponsors 

    

FROM: Aimee F. Beam, MS, RD  

 Education Associate, Nutrition Programs 

 

RE: 2024 Operational Memo #7 

 Implementation Guidance for the Rural Non-Congregate Option Provisions of 

the Interim Final Rule, Establishing the Summer EBT Program and Rural Non-

Congregate Option in the Summer Meal Programs 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

On December 29, 2023, FNS published an interim final rule, Establishing the Summer EBT 

Program and Rural Non-congregate Option in the Summer Meal Programs. This rulemaking, 

effective December 29, 2023, codified the permanent rural non-congregate summer meal service 

for both the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) and the Seamless Summer Option (SSO), as 

well as created the Summer Electronic Benefits Transfer for Children Program (Summer 

EBT). While non-congregate summer meal service for rural areas was initially implemented 

through FNS guidance during summer 2023, that guidance is superseded by the interim final rule.  

Memo SFSP 03-2024 includes an attachment highlighting key information on the new regulatory 

requirements for non-congregate summer meal service in rural areas. The attachment:  

• Reviews previously applicable regulatory requirements,  

• Specifies previously applicable FNS guidance, (including summer 2023 

initial implementation guidance), and   

• Details the regulatory changes effected by the interim final rule.  

The memo is attached for your reference. 

 

Please contact us with any questions at 302-857-3356. 

 

Attachments: SFSP 03-2024, SP 05-2024 Implementation Guidance for the Rural Non-

congregate Option Provisions of the Interim Final Rule, Establishing the Summer 

EBT Program and Rural Non-Congregate Option in the Summer Meal Program 

 

cc: Nutrition Team 

https://www.fns.usda.gov/summer/fr-122923
https://www.fns.usda.gov/summer/fr-122923
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