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January 23, 2024
MEMORANDUM
TO: Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) Sponsors
FROM: Aimee F. Beam, MS, RD

Education Associate, Nutrition Programs

RE: 2024 Operational Memo #7
Implementation Guidance for the Rural Non-Congregate Option Provisions of
the Interim Final Rule, Establishing the Summer EBT Program and Rural Non-
Congregate Option in the Summer Meal Programs

On December 29, 2023, FNS published an interim final rule, Establishing the Summer EBT
Program and Rural Non-congregate Option in the Summer Meal Programs. This rulemaking,
effective December 29, 2023, codified the permanent rural non-congregate summer meal service
for both the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) and the Seamless Summer Option (SSO), as
well as created the Summer Electronic Benefits Transfer for Children Program (Summer
EBT). While non-congregate summer meal service for rural areas was initially implemented
through FNS guidance during summer 2023, that guidance is superseded by the interim final rule.

Memo SFSP 03-2024 includes an attachment highlighting key information on the new regulatory
requirements for non-congregate summer meal service in rural areas. The attachment:

e Reviews previously applicable regulatory requirements,

e Specifies previously applicable FNS guidance, (including summer 2023
initial implementation guidance), and

e Details the regulatory changes effected by the interim final rule.

The memo is attached for your reference.

Please contact us with any questions at 302-857-3356.

Attachments: SFSP 03-2024, SP 05-2024 Implementation Guidance for the Rural Non-
congregate Option Provisions of the Interim Final Rule, Establishing the Summer

EBT Program and Rural Non-Congregate Option in the Summer Meal Program

cc: Nutrition Team

THE DELAWARE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER. IT DOES NOT DISCRIMINATE ON THE BASIS OF RACE, COLOR, RELIGION, NATIONAL ORIGIN, SEX, SEXUAL
ORIENTATION, GENDER IDENTITY, MARITAL STATUS, DISABILITY, AGE, GENETIC INFORMATION, OR VETERAN’S STATUS IN EMPLOYMENT, OR ITS PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES.


https://www.fns.usda.gov/summer/fr-122923
https://www.fns.usda.gov/summer/fr-122923

USDA Food and Nutrition Service

- U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
DATE: January 12,2024
MEMO CODE: SFSP 03-2024, SP 05-2024
SUBJECT: Implementation Guidance for the Rural Non-congregate Option Provisions of
the Interim Final Rule, Establishing the Summer EBT Program and Rural Non-
Congregate Option in the Summer Meal Programs
TO: Regional Directors
Child Nutrition Programs
All Regions
State Directors
Child Nutrition Programs
All States
Issuing Agency/Office: FNS/Child Nutrition Programs
Title of Document: Implementation Guidance for the Rural Non-congregate
Option Provisions of the Interim Final Rule, Establishing
the Summer EBT Program and Rural Non-congregate
Option in the Summer Meal Programs.
Document ID:
Z-RIN:
Date of Issuance: January 12,2024
Replaces: N/A
Summary: The Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2023 (P.L. 117-328),

established a permanent non-congregate summer meal
service option for rural areas with no congregate meal
service available. (1) This memorandum provides
guidance on the administration and operation of non-
congregate meal service from the Interim Final Rule,
Establishing the Summer EBT Program and Rural Non-
Congregate Option in the Summer Meal Programs. (2) This
memorandum applies to State agencies administering,
and local organizations operating, the Summer Food
Service Program and National School Lunch Program
Seamless Summer Option. (3) This document relates to
requirements in section 13 of the Richard B. Russell
National School Lunch Act (NSLA) [42 U.S.C. 1761], the
Summer Food Service Program regulations in 7 CFR part
225, the National School Lunch Program regulations in 7
CFR part 210, and the School Breakfast Program

regulations in 7 CFR part 220.

Food and Nutrition Service, Braddock Metro Center, 1320 Braddock Place, Alexandria, VA 22314

USDA is an Equal Opportunity Provider, Employer, and Lender
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On December 29, 2022, President Biden signed the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2023 (the Act)
(P.L. 117-328). The Act amended section 13 of the Richard B. Russell National School Lunch Act, 42
USC 1761, to include the authorization of a permanent, rural non-congregate meal service through the
Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) which the Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) is extending to the
National School Lunch Program (NSLP) Seamless Summer Option (SSO). Per the statutory
requirement, on December 29, 2023, FNS published an interim final rule, Establishing the Summer EBT
Program and Rural Non-congregate Option in the Summer Meal Programs. This rulemaking, effective
December 29, 2023, codified the permanent rural non-congregate summer meal service for both SFSP
and SSO, as well as created the Summer Electronic Benefits Transfer for Children Program (Summer
EBT). While non-congregate summer meal service for rural areas was initially implemented through
FNS guidance during summer 2023, that guidance is superseded by the interim final rule.

This memorandum includes an attachment highlighting key information on the new regulatory
requirements for non-congregate summer meal service in rural areas. The attachment:
e Reviews previously applicable regulatory requirements,
e Specifies previously applicable FNS guidance, (including summer 2023 initial
implementation guidance), and
e Details the regulatory changes effected by the interim final rule.

FNS intends to issue additional guidance for implementation of the rural non-congregate summer
meal service provisions, including Q&As.

FNS appreciates the exceptional efforts of State agencies and local Program operators working to
meet the nutritional needs of participants during the summer months. SFSP and SSO rely on
innovative and collaborative efforts to provide summer meals to children in need. We look forward to
working with our program partners and other stakeholders to support administration and operation
of the non-congregate meal service for rural communities.

State agencies are reminded to distribute this memorandum to Program operators immediately.

Program operators should direct any questions concerning this guidance to their State agency. State
agencies with questions should contact the appropriate FNS Regional Office.

Sincerely,

J MASKORNICK 2oy o o500
J. Kevin Maskornick

Director

Community Meals Policy Division

Attachment: Rural non-congregate summer meal service provisions summary chart
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