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Newark Charter Schoo

MR, TRAVERS: Good eveni ng,
everyone. | declare the public hearing for
Newar k Charter School to be open.

My nane is Leroy Travers. I''m
t he | ead educati on associate wth the
Charter School O fice and |I've been
appoi nted by the Secretary to conduct this
publ i c heari ng.

Newar k Charter School has fil ed
an application to nodify its charter to
i ncrease its approved enroll nent begi nni ng
in the school year 2022-2023 and reachi ng
full enroll ment by the year 2025 and 2026.
The school has al so requested to build a
juni or high school on currently owned | and
and renovate current facilities.

As is required by law, the
matter was referred to the Charter School
Accountability Commttee for investigation
and report. This joint public hearing is
bei ng held by the Departnent of Educati on
and the State Board of Educati on.

I'll now ask the others at the

table to i ntroduce t hensel ves.
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Newark Charter School

MS. Fl FER Candice Fifer wth
the State Board of Educati on.

MR, PARSON: Darryl Parson,
Depart nent of Justi ce.

MR TRAVERS: | would like the
report to reflect that the notice of the
time, date and pl ace of today's public
heari ng was publi shed at the Charter School
Ofice Accountability Commttee' s official
pl ace of busi ness, on the Departnent of
Education's official website, and on the
State Public Meeting Cal endar on the
State's official website.

A court reporter is present so
that a record of this hearing can be nade.
It will be necessary for each speaker to
clearly identify his- or herself before
begi nning to speak so the court reporter
wll be able to note who you are. Agai n,
pl ease, if you speak, have a seat at one of
the chairs at the end of the table.

The record of this hearing wll
be provided to the Secretary of Educati on

and the nenbers of the State Board of
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Newark Charter Schoo

Educati on, together wth any witten or
el ectronic comments received during the
renewal deci sion process. To dat e,
comments received on this renewal
application are posted on the Charter
School O fice's website.

W will proceed in the
foll ow ng manner. First we wll hear from
representatives of the charter school who
w sh to comment on the renewal application.

Next we take comments fromthe
publi c. There are sign-up sheets in the
back. If there's anyone that w shes to
sign up that hasn't done so, pl ease
i ndi cate so now.

Ckay. | reserve the right to
I npose reasonable tine, place and nmanner
restrictions if the speakers prevent this
hearing from acconplishing its goal in a
reasonabl e manner. Thi s heari ng's purpose
is strictly to coll ect public coment.
Questions of the Departnent of Educati on or
the State Board of Educati on are not

permtted and wll not be acknow edged.
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Newark Charter Schoo

At this point the Conmmttee
w |l accept coments from any school
representatives.

DR NEWON: Good eveni ng.

Thank you.

My nane is Franklin Newton.

" mthe school director for Newark Charter
School .

Let ne start by sayi ng our
board chair, Adrian Soyer, wanted to be
here, but he had a work comm tnent that he
coul dn't reschedul e. So he wanted to nake
sure that his | ack of presence here was not
percei ved as a | ack of support. That is
not the case.

It is nmy honor and pl easure to
talk with you. | want to say thank you for
allowng us to put in the nodification
request and have that entertai ned and have
people really spend tine | ooking through it
and spending tinme exploring that. So we
are grateful to the Departnent of Ed, the
Charter School O fice, CSAC, as well as the

St ate Board of Ed.
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Newark Charter Schoo

We at Newar k Charter School are
happy to share our school's story with you
at this public hearing as you consi der our
request for nodification.

We at Newark Charter are proud
to be part of the Del aware public educati on
| andscape for the past 19 years and | eaders
in the success of charter schools in our
st at e. As this commttee is no doubt aware
that, effective on July 1st, 2019, our
charter was renewed for a ten-year term and
is in effect until June 30th, 2029. It's
an honor for us to have been recogni zed and
to be one of only two charter schools to
receive a ten-year renewal.

Havi ng been i nvol ved at Newar k
Charter School for the past 13 years as a
parent, a board nenber, chair of the board,
and now as head of school, |1've seen the
positive inpact that Newark Charter has had
on our famlies individually and
coll ectively our comunity. | have
w t nessed firsthand the hard work and

dedi cati on of our students, parents and
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Newark Charter Schoo

teachers and staff who took our school from
an idea to a mddle school spending its
first two years in rented trailers to a

t hree-buil di ng, multi canpus school of

2412 students in kindergarten through
Grade 12. Li ke our other charter school s
i n Del aware, Newark Charter School
denonstrates what can be acconmpli shed when
aut onony, accountability and the school --
and choice -- excuse ne -- conbine wth

i nspiration, innovation and commtnent to
neet the needs of the communities we are
chartered to serve.

Duri ng the previous
nodi fi cati on and renewal processes, our
school has done what we said we woul d do,
did it to the best of our ability and
del i vered positive results, excell ent
out cones and performance. CQur track record
since our initial charter approval
April 20th of 2000, which, for the record,
was 7,235 days ago -- but who's counting --
has been unswervi ngly strong. The past

al nost two decades of success, we believe,
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Newark Charter Schoo

positions us well for continued success
duri ng the next decade.

To see sone of the strongest
evi dence to support this nodification
request, one need only | ook to the
obj ecti ve data of our organi zati onal
stability, consistently high | evel s of
communi ty demand, our denonstrated track
record of fiscal and nmanagerial fidelity
and, nost inportantly, our students'
academ c success. A review of these
metrics predicts a continued bright and
prom si ng future and encour ages positive
support of our nodification request.

Qur percentage of mnority
students has increased every year for
19 consecuti ve years. Qur st udent
diversity is nore than representative of
t he Newark area and closely mrrors the
popul ati on of New Castl e County, Del aware.
When we opened our doors in 2001, our
student body was 84.5 percent Caucasi an.
This year it was 61.4 percent. As st ated

previ ously, due to our conmm tnent and
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outreach, our entering classes continue to
becone nore diverse and fully
representative of our communities. Thi s
year the entering kindergarten class cohort
was 50. 8 percent Caucasi an, which is nore

t han representati ve of the area that we
serve.

Qur students are representative
of the area we are chartered to serve and
al so represent a range of | earning
abilities. Qur popul ation of students with
i ntense or conplex diabilities has grown
steadily every year, and we are educati ng
students in A, B and C settings throughout
our grade | evel s. We are proud that the
Nat i onal Associ ati on of Speci al Educati on
Teachers has naned Newar k Charter School an
"Exceptional Charter School in Speci al
Education” for the | ast several years.

VWhat di stingui shes NCS is
evi dent to anyone who has visited. We are
a community of | earners who share a comon
vi si on of what excell ence | ooks Ii ke for

each and every student. We pull together
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Newark Charter School 10

in the sane direction every day to achi eve
t hat vi si on. We' ve never strayed from our
m ssi on and our core values, which are as
vital today as when the school was first
concei ved.

As | said, we are grateful to
t he Departnent of Education and the State
of Board of Ed for having faith in NewarKk
Charter School fromthe start and for being
an essential part of our growth and
conti nui ng success over the |ast 19 years.
Wor ki ng toget her, we have created sonet hi ng
speci al . And i n doing so, we have changed
the lives of literally thousands of young
peopl e. Aut hori zi ng our current request
wll allow nore Del aware children the
opportunity to benefit fromall that we
have created together.

Hi gh quality public schools are
exactly what Del aware is working hard to
acconpl i sh. Expansi on of enrollnent in
hi gh quality charter schools like NCS is
one of the easiest, lowrisk, |owcost ways

to do that. This opinion is shared by the
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Newark Charter School 11

U. S. Departnent of Education, the Nati onal
CGovernors Associ ation, the Nati onal

Associ ation of Public Charter Schools and
many ot hers.

| urge you to approve Newark
Charter School's nodification application
and allow us to provide a high quality
experi ence for nore students.

Thank you.

MR. TRAVERS: At this tinme we
have no public coment, so | want to thank
you all for participating today. The
Secretary wll consider your conmments in
deci di ng, at the concl usion of the renewal
process, what decision to submt to the
State Board for assent.

The hearing for Newark Charter
School is now cl osed.

Thank you.

(The heari ng adj ourned at

approximately 5:28 p.m this sane day.)
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CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF DELAWARE

KENT COUNTY

|, Robert Wayne WI cox, Jr.,
Regi stered Prof essi onal Reporter and Notary
Public, do hereby certify that the
f oregoi ng record, Pages 1 to 11 i ncl usive,
is a true and accurate transcript of ny
st enogr aphi c notes taken on February 10,
2020, in the above-captioned matter.

I N WTNESS VHERECF, | have hereunto
set ny hand and seal this 10th day of

February, 2020, at WI m ngton, Del awar e.

Robert Wayne W/ cox, Jr., RPR
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