What Was All the Fuss

About Representation?
Unit 6, Lesson 6



Essential Questions

Why did the topic of representation help create conflict between the colonists and
their “mother country”?

What did the colonists mean when they said, “taxation without representation is
tyranny”?



Warm Up... what's the difference?

Things that 4th Graders Do

Things that Adults Do
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Warm Up... what's the difference?

Things that 4th Graders Like

Things that Adults Like
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Warm Up... what’s your conclusion?

Adults and

4th graders

are mostly
alike

Adults and
4th graders

are mostly
different




Discussion
Suppose that a decision had to be made. The decision involved what
you would do during your free time.

Given your responses to the warm-up brainstorming, do you think that
an adult would be a good person to make the decision for you?

Explain why or why not.



Introduction

In this lesson, we are going to explore the concept of representation -

e thinking mostly about what it means to represent someone, and
e what is required to be considered represented



Good Representatives

Resource 2: Good Representatives

A representative is someone who is chosen or appointed to speak and make decisions for other people.
Representatives should understand the problems facing the people they represent and what those

people

want.

e Follow along with me as | read

e \When I'm finished, complete Task 1 and
Task 2 on your paper

e Be prepared to share your ideas about
each response in Task 1

U6, L6: Resource 2: Good Representatives

Task 1: Circle Agree or Disagree after reading the following six statements. Be prepared to share and
explain your conclusion i.e., why you agreed or disagreed.

1. Agree or Disagree: An adult could represent you and other 4th grade students well.

2. Agree or Disagree: Any 4th grade student in your school could represent any other 4th graders
in your school well.

3. Agree or Disagree: Any 4th grade student in Delaware could represent any other 4th grader in
Delaware well.

4. Agree or Disagree: Any 4th grade student in our country could represent any other 4th grader in
our country well.

5. Agree or Disagree: Any 4th grade student in England could represent any other 4th grader in our
country well.

6. Agree or Disagree: A person could represent you well even though you never voted for that
person to represent you.

Task 2: Draw a conclusion: what would make someone a good representative?




“Taxation Without
Representation™?

Follow along with me as | read
the text aloud

Resource 3: Understanding the “Taxation Without Representation” Argument
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This structure of government just described is called representative government. In a
representative government, the people vote for who they want to represent their interests and

make the laws that they have to obey.
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Were the Colonists Satisfied with Britain’s Response?

Not even a little bit! Many colonists argued that there was no way that someone who lived or
worked 3,000 miles away from colonies such as Delaware could possibly understand what the
people of the colonies wanted. Nor could they understand the problems that the people in the
colonies faced.

Colonists insisted that Parliament should not be allowed to tax the colonists unless the colonies
were able to vote for members of Parliament. They argued that “virtual representation” was not
“real representation.” Real representation only existed if people actually voted for the people who
they wanted to be their representatives.

Taxation without representation
is tyranny.

From the colonists’ points of view - they were NOT represented in Parliament. Therefore,
Parliament’s “taxation without representation” involved taking their property (money) and was
nothing less than TYRANNY!

}®
and discuss:

1. How did colonists explain their argument that members of Britain’s Parliament could
never represent them?

2. What did colonists mean when they shouted, “taxation without representation is
tyranny?”




“Taxation Without
Representation™?

With your partner or in your
small group, please read the
text.

At each “pause” button, stop to
discuss your thoughts.
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Were the Colonists Satisfied with Britain’s Response?

Not even a little bit! Many colonists argued that there was no way that someone who lived or
worked 3,000 miles away from colonies such as Delaware could possibly understand what the
people of the colonies wanted. Nor could they understand the problems that the people in the
colonies faced.

Colonists insisted that Parliament should not be allowed to tax the colonists unless the colonies
were able to vote for members of Parliament. They argued that “virtual representation” was not
“real representation.” Real representation only existed if people actually voted for the people who
they wanted to be their representatives.

Taxation without representation
is tyranny.

From the colonists’ points of view - they were NOT represented in Parliament. Therefore,
Parliament’s “taxation without representation” involved taking their property (money) and was
nothing less than TYRANNY!

}®
and discuss:

1. How did colonists explain their argument that members of Britain’s Parliament could
never represent them?

2. What did colonists mean when they shouted, “taxation without representation is
tyranny?”




Debrief

Why did the topic of representation help create conflict between the colonists and
their “mother country”?

What did the colonists mean when they said, “taxation without representation is
tyranny”?
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