
What Was All the Fuss 
About Representation?

Unit 6, Lesson 6



Essential Questions

Why did the topic of representation help create conflict between the colonists and 
their “mother country”?

What did the colonists mean when they said, “taxation without representation is 
tyranny”?



Warm Up… what’s the difference?

Things that 4th Graders Do Things that Adults Do
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Warm Up… what’s the difference?

Things that 4th Graders Like Things that Adults Like
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Warm Up… what’s your conclusion?

Adults and 
4th graders 
are mostly 
alike

Adults and 
4th graders 
are mostly 
different
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Discussion

Suppose that a decision had to be made. The decision involved what 
you would do during your free time. 

Given your responses to the warm-up brainstorming, do you think that 
an adult would be a good person to make the decision for you? 

Explain why or why not.



Introduction

In this lesson, we are going to explore the concept of representation -

● thinking mostly about what it means to represent someone, and 
● what is required to be considered represented 



Good Representatives

● Follow along with me as I read
● When I’m finished, complete Task 1 and 

Task 2 on your paper
● Be prepared to share your ideas about 

each response in Task 1
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“Taxation Without 
Representation”?

U6, L6: Resource 3: Understanding the “Taxation Without Representation” Argument

Follow along with me as I read 
the text aloud
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“Taxation Without 
Representation”?
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With your partner or in your 
small group, please read the 
text.

At each “pause” button, stop to 
discuss your thoughts.
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Debrief

Why did the topic of representation help create conflict between the colonists and 
their “mother country”?

What did the colonists mean when they said, “taxation without representation is 
tyranny”?



Check for Understanding

Take this time to check 
your understanding of 
What Was All the Fuss 
About Representation?
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