
Was it a 
“massacre”?
Unit 6, Lesson 11



Fill out Column 2 based 
on what you learned 
from the mock trial of 
Captain Preston



Small Group Discussion

Share your responses with your partners. Discuss 
similarities and differences.



Whole Group Discussion

Did all of the witnesses who testified at the trial give similar answers?

Why do you think different people give different answers?



Mapping the Scene

Use the map to draw the scene of the Boston Massacre.

Your map should:
● Show how the soldiers were lined up and where
● Include the correct number of soldiers
● Show where Captain Preston was standing at the 

moment that shots were fired
● Include the approximate number of colonists and 

where they stood in relation to the soldiers 

You can use letter symbols:
S = soldier
P = Captain Preston
C = Colonist



Was it a Massacre?

What information in 
your map supports 
your conclusion?

Why might there be 
different conclusions?



Resource 3: Paul Revere’s Drawing of What Happened on March 5, 1770 

Work with a partner to complete Column 3 of the 
Evidence Analysis Tool. 

Use Paul Revere’s engraving to answer the 
questions.



Was it a Massacre?

Compare your answers in Columns 2 and 3. Are they the 
same or different?



Resource 3: Paul Revere’s Drawing of What Happened on March 5, 1770 

Deeper Dive Discussion:

● Does the drawing seem to be accurate?

● Who created this? Does anyone know 
anything about the person who distributed 
this drawing? Why might this matter?

● Does the drawing appear to be biased? 
Explain.



Resource 3: Paul Revere’s Drawing of What Happened on March 5, 1770 Deeper Dive Discussion:

● Why did the artist show Captain Preston 
raising his sword?

● Why does the artist include a dog in the 
crowd?

● Does the drawing appear to be biased? 
Explain.

● Notice the woman in the crowd wearing a 
black shawl and clasping her hands. Why 
might the artist have included her in this 
drawing?



Resource 3: Paul Revere’s Drawing of What Happened on March 5, 1770 

Deeper Dive Discussion:

● Why do you think the artist labeled the 
Customs House “Butcher’s Hall”?

● Why do you think the artist included 
someone firing a gun out of “Butcher’s 
Hall”?

● What title did the artist give to the 
drawing? Why do you think he chose this 
title?



“The Bloody Massacre”

Massacre: An instance of killing a number of usually helpless or 
unresisting human beings under circumstances of atrocity or cruelty.

Were the events of March 5, 1770 a massacre? 



Inaccurate or partially inaccurate and misleading 
information that is used to try to make people believe 
what someone wants them to believe.

Propaganda is used to make people believe something 
that is false or inaccurate so that someone or something 
is made to look better or worse than they are.

What are some examples of propaganda?

Propaganda:



Resource 3: Paul Revere’s Drawing of What Happened on March 5, 1770 ● Do you think Paul Revere’s drawing of the 
events of March 5, 1770 is an example of 
propaganda? Why or why not?

● What, if anything, seems to be misleading in 
the “Bloody Massacre” drawing?

● What does Paul Revere want the people 
who look at his drawing to believe?

● What can we assume about Paul Revere 
based on this drawing? Was he for the 
English or against the English in the 
Revolution?

Gilder Lehrman slideshow

https://ap.gilderlehrman.org/resource/paul-revere%27s-engraving-boston-massacre-1770


Boston Massacre by William L. Champney



Whole Group Discussion

Which drawing of the events of March 5, 1770 seem more accurate 
given the evidence that you heard during the mock trial?

When were each of the images drawn? Why might this matter? Is one 
of them more or less credible because of when it was drawn?

Why might William Champney’s 1856 drawing focus on Crispus 
Attucks?





Crispus Attucks



Did Paul Plagiarize?
1. Why is Henry Pelham 

writing to Paul Revere?

1. What evidence does Henry 
Pelham offer to support his 
claim?

1. What does Henry Pelham 
suggest is “one of the most 
dishonorable actions you 
could possibly be guilty of?”



Did Paul Plagiarize?



Debrief:

Was it a “massacre”? If not, why is it called that?


