
Lesson 8: 
The 
Mayflower 
Story

Unit 5
Grade 4



Today we are doing to “do history” by analyzing 
images that attempt to tell part of the story of 
England’s first colonies - a colony that later 
became part of our country - the United States.

The people in this story are called “Separatists” 
or Pilgrims. 

REMEMBER: The images you will analyze in this 
lesson are artists' conceptions of what MAY 
have happened.
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When you analyze the images, you must 
base your conclusion on what actually 
appears in the images!

The images will be analyzed in 
chronological order. Therefore, the order 
in which they are analyzed might offer 
clues for some of your conclusions.

3



What activity or event 
might the person who 
painted this be trying 
to illustrate for people 
who view the 
painting?

What details or 
evidence from the 
painting supports your 
conclusion? 

Source 1



Source 1 Conclusion Before
Reading 

(What is going on 
in this painting?)

Supporting Details 
from the Painting

Revised 
Conclusion

After Reading and 
Corroborating

This 
painting 
shows 
people 
leaving 
England 
for the 
New 
World 
(America)

The 
rowboat is 
heading 
toward 
the ship, 
not 
toward 
the shore, 
the 
people 
are 
dressed in 
clothes 
worn long 
ago



Source 1: A different 
conclusion

Conclusion Before
Reading 

(What is going on 
in this painting?)

Supporting Details 
from the Painting

Revised 
Conclusion

After Reading and 
Corroborating

The 
people 
who were 
going to 
set up a 
new 
colony 
brough 
animals.

Is this conclusion 
supported by the 

painting? 
Is there evidence?



Source 2 Conclusion Before
Reading 

(What is going on 
in this painting?)

Supporting Details 
from the Painting

Revised 
Conclusion

After Reading and 
Corroborating

Complete 
these two 
columns



Source 3 Conclusion Before
Reading 

(What is going on 
in this painting?)

Supporting Details 
from the Painting

Revised 
Conclusion

After Reading and 
Corroborating

Complete 
these two 
columns



Source 4 Conclusion Before
Reading 

(What is going on 
in this painting?)

Supporting Details 
from the Painting

Revised 
Conclusion

After Reading and 
Corroborating

Complete 
these two 
columns



Source 5 Conclusion Before
Reading 

(What is going on 
in this painting?)

Supporting Details 
from the Painting

Revised 
Conclusion

After Reading and 
Corroborating

Complete 
these two 
columns



Source 6 Conclusion Before
Reading 

(What is going on 
in this painting?)

Supporting Details 
from the Painting

Revised 
Conclusion

After Reading and 
Corroborating

Complete 
these two 
columns



Source 7 Conclusion Before
Reading 

(What is going on 
in this painting?)

Supporting Details 
from the Painting

Revised 
Conclusion

After Reading and 
Corroborating

Complete 
these two 
columns



What is 
corroboration?

Corroboration is an important part of 
doing history. 

Corroborating involves checking 
conclusions against other evidence or 
what others have already discovered to 
make sure the conclusions are well 
supported. 

You will now corroborate your 
conclusions with the conclusions of 
historians!
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So, which of your 
conclusions based on 
Sources 1-7 were 
reasonably close to 
the conclusions 
drawn by historians?
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Now, fill out the 
right column: 
Revised 
Conclusion
After Reading 
and 
Corroborating.


