
The “Starving Time”:
Jamestown



Jamestown
We are going to learn about an 
event called the “starving time” in 
England’s first successful colony in 
America.

The early years were very difficult 
and it looked like the colony would 
never survive.

Wait until you read what happened!



What are the four most important scenes in the story?



Now create your 
story map of the 
four most 
important scenes 
from the Starving 
Time.



Plain language translation:

New Britain (new colony owned by England)
Offers excellent benefits if you settle in Virginia

Printed in London, England 1609

1. What is the purpose of this document?

1. Why might it have been created?

1. Based on what you have learned about 
Roanoke and Jamestown, is this 
advertisement giving people honest 
information? Explain your conclusion.



Plain language translation:

New Britain (new colony owned by England)
Offers excellent benefits if you settle in 
Virginia

Printed in London, England 1609

People who invested 
their money trying to 
create a colony where 
they could make money 
did not want to give up. 

They wanted more 
people to move to 
Jamestown, Virginia. 

One strategy they used 
included advertising. 

This poster was created 
to get people to move to 
Virginia and invest their 
money in Virginia.



Plain language translation:

New Britain (new colony owned by England)
Offers excellent benefits if you settle in Virginia

Printed in London, England 1609

Disinformation = the intentional 
spreading of false information



Activity
Design a poster that would have 
provided the people of England 
accurate information about 
Virginia around 1610.

Be sure to use words and at 
least one drawing.



Check for Understanding
1. This list below contains CAUSES and EFFECTS of the “starving time” in the Jamestown colony. 
Write each one in the CAUSE or EFFECT column to show which was a cause and which was an 
effect.

● men refused to work
● poor location of Jamestown
● famine
● advertising only good things about Jamestown

CAUSES EFFECTS



Order of Events Events

1st event

2nd event

3rd event

4th event

Check for Understanding
2. Use the chart to organize the events in the correct chronological order.

● The starving time
● John Smith became the leader of Jamestown
● Jamestown was settled
● John Smith returned to England



Check for Understanding
Two different accounts of John Smith’s injury appear in the boxes below.

Account 1 Account 2

The injury that forced John Smith to return 
to England in 1609 was caused by an 
accident. It probably happened when a 
spark from the pipe he was smoking hit his 
gunpowder bag. 

The terrible injury was no accident but a 
deliberate attempt to kill him. John Smith 
once said that three English colonists 
“plotted to have murdered him in his bed.”

3. Which of the following BEST explains why there are different accounts of John Smith’s 
injury?

A. One of the people writing the account was lying
B. One of the people writing the account was biased
C. The people who wrote the accounts did not like John Smith
D. The people who wrote the accounts used different evidence


