
A History Mystery
What happened to 
the Lost Colony?

Unit 5, Lesson 3



Today, you will be historians. 

You will try to solve one of the 
oldest and most famous 

mysteries in American history.



Let’s read about Roanoke: A History Mystery



Now, go back to the reading and underline
any clues that might help explain what 
happened to the “Lost Colony”

Share your evidence!



Analyzing Theories
Historians have come up with SIX theories that might explain what 
happened to the “Lost Colony”

1. Read the theory on you own.
2. Decide if the theory is strong or 

weak and explain your reasons.
3. Share your conclusions with your 

group members. Do other group 
members agree with your 
conclusion?

4. List who agreed with your rating 
and who disagreed.



Analyze the next five theories



Standing Survey
Stand under the theory you think is 
the best explanation for what 
happened to the Roanoke Colony.

Discuss with the other students who chose 
the same theory. Why is this the best 
explanation?

Defend this theory to the rest of the class.



What is YOUR theory?  Explain your answer.



Creating and Analyzing a Timeline



1585 England first tried to establish a colony on Roanoke Island

1587
(July)

England tried a second time to set up another colony on Roanoke Island

1587
(August)

John White returned to England to get more supplies

1588 Spanish Armada (navy) invaded England

1590 John White returns to England and finds no one

1607 England sets up its first permanent colony in Jamestown, Virginia

Completed Timeline 


