
Lesson 18:
Why does 

Delaware have 
such a strange 

shape?

Unit 5 
Grade 4
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Resource 2: 1796 Map of 
Delaware

How would you describe the 
shape of Delaware? 

Why is the northern part of the 
state rounded like part of a 
circle and the rest shaped in 
straight lines? 
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Resource 3: 1740 Map of Delaware

Let’s see what looks familiar to us.

Can you locate Cape Henlopen on 
this map?

Is it located in the same location as 
the previous map? (1796 Map of 
Delaware?)
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1740 Map of Delaware 1796 Map of Delaware

Why do you think it is located in two different positions? 



Today’s lesson will 
show why Delaware 

has its peculiar shape 
and different maps of 

the same area may 
not be the same.



6 Resource 1 - Floor Map Plan #1



Readers Theater

Why does Delaware 
have such a strange 
shape?
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Lord Baltimore’s 40th 
Degree of North 
Latitude 

The real 40th Degree of 
North Latitude!

Resource 1 - Floor Map Plan #1



10 Resource 6 - Floor Map Plan #2



11 Resource 1 - Floor Map Plan #1

Where Lord Baltimore thought 
Cape Henlopen was located



12 Resource 6 - Floor Map Plan #2

Area from Cape Henlopen 
to Fenwick Island is part of 
Delaware today instead of 
Maryland



13 Resource 7 - Floor Map Plan #3



14 Resource 8 - Floor Map Plan #4
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How would 
you describe 
the shape of 
Delaware? 



Developing your mental map of Delaware

A mental map is picture of a 
location or place. This 
develops over time. 
Let’s develop your mental 
map of Delaware!
Stand up and make a muscle 
with  your right hand and 
arm.
Show someone next to you!
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Your Mental Map of Delaware
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Draw your mental map of 
Delaware! 

Try to include as many 
parts of Delaware as you 
can. 

- Boundaries
- States
- Towns, cities
- Water ways



“Show me what you know!
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