
Lesson 17: Exploring the 
Delaware Colony

Unit 5
Grade 4



Today you will be 
learning about the 
history of the area 
that became the 
colony of 
Delaware. 



Let’s develop our 
mental map of 

Delaware! 

1. Why might Delaware’s 
location have made it a 
place that many Native 
Americans and European 
people wanted to control?

1. Why might Europeans have 
chosen Zwaanendael and 
Wilmington as places to 
start their first settlements?



Let’s Build our 
Background Knowledge!



Resource 3a: Create a Timeline 

Directions: Use your knowledge of events in Delaware 
history that you got from the book Exploring the Delaware 
Colony to create a timeline using the list of events below 
and the blank timeline on Resource 1b. Write the date of 
each event in the gray boxes to the left and the events in 
the white boxes to the right. 

●Delaware started making its own laws 
●Dutch took over Fort Christina 
●Henry Hudson claimed Delaware for the Dutch 
●Swedes settled Fort Christina in Delaware 
●Lenni Lenape started living in Delaware 
●England took over Delaware as part of New York 
●Delaware became part of an English colony 

(Pennsylvania)
●Dutch settled Zwaanendael in Delaware



Show me what you know!


