
Salem Witches: Cold Case

Unit 5, Lesson 13



Essential Question:
What happened?



Warm Up!

Complete Resource 
1: Warm Up                        
by completing the 
ReDiWrite process 
described on 
Resource 1.

Define Cold Case



An Introduction to this lesson:

We are going to try to solve a cold case that dates 
all the way back to 1692…

This is the case →  In 1692, nineteen people were 
killed under unusual circumstances.  Your job in 
this lesson will be to use clues from the past to try 
to solve the mystery of what happened to these 
people.



Evidence included in    
Resource 2 - Evidence Packet 

1



Resource 2 - Evidence Packet 1 Instructions:

1. Use the sources to try to construct a tentative 
account of what happened to the 9 people in 
1692.

1. Analyze and discuss the evidence.

1. Conclusions must be based on the evidence in 
the packets.



New Evidence Has Been Found!

Evidence included 
in Resource 3 -

Evidence Packet 2



Resource 3 - Evidence Packet 2 Instructions:

1. Use the sources to try to construct a tentative 
account of what happened to the 9 people in 
1692.

1. Analyze and discuss the evidence.
1. Conclusions must be based on the evidence in 

the packets.
1. OVERALL → Examine the evidence to see if the 

new sources call for revisions to the tentative 
accounts.



While you watch 
the video, 

1. Corroborate, 
compare/ 
contrast your 
accounts with 
the one in the 
video.

1. Create a list of 
the causes of 
the Salem 
witch hunts



Unfortunately, the causes remain a bit of a 
“cold case” due to the lack of                  

conclusive evidence.

Perhaps someday new evidence will be 
found.



Complete Resource 4: 
My Account                   
to identify your 
conclusion about 
what happened to the 
19 people who died    
in 1692.



Read Resource 5: Correcting Mistakes of 
the Past
As you read, focus on how people felt 
after the witch hunts ended.

Let’s 
Discuss 

this!



Read Resource 6: Connecting Past and 
Present
As you read, think about how the past can 
help explain the present.

Let’s 
Discuss 

This!



It’s time to Check for 
Understanding!

Individually complete 
Resource 7:            
Checks for 
Understanding


