
Onesimu
s and 
Smallpox
How did an enslaved man help the human race?



Resource 1
TO BE SOLD on board the ship Bance Island, 
on Tuesday the 6th of May next, at Ashley-
Ferry a choice cargo of about 250 fine healthy 
NEGROES, ust arrived from the Windward & 
Rice Coast.

-The utmost care has already been taken, and 
shall be continued, to keep them free from the 
least danger of being infected with the SMALL-
POX, no boat having been on board, and all 
other communication with people from 
Charles-Town prevented.

Austin, Laurens, & Appleby

N.B. Full one Half of the above Negroes have had the 
SMALL-POX  in their own Country.



Resource 1
● What kind of document is this?

● What is the purpose of this document?

● What is the document drawing special 
attention to?

● What can we conclude from the 
document based on what it is drawing 
special attention to?

● Why do you think the note at the bottom 
of this document states that one half of 
people on board “have had the SMALL-

POX” in their own Country”?



About Smallpox



Onesimus - A Very 
“Useful” Man



Epidemics in America: Learning from the 
Past



Checks for Understanding
1 - Create a timeline that describes events dealing with the history of smallpox. Use events from the following 
years that were explained in Resources 2 and 3 but be sure to put them in chronological order.

● 1721
● 1980
● 1706
● 1949
● 1716

Year Event



Checks for Understanding
2 - Use the timeline above to explain one thing that changed from colonial times to today. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
3 - Decide which of the following were CAUSES and which were EFFECTS of smallpox in Colonial America 
and write the letter to the left of each statement in the correct columns below. 

A. Ships coming from to America from Europe
B. 3 million Native Americans in Mexico died
C. Doctor Boylston tested Onesimus’ idea
D. People are now inoculated against diseases

CAUSES

Smallpox
EFFECTS



Delaware Connection
The source below is an excerpt from a letter written by Joshua Turner to John Dickinson 
on March 5, 1802.



Delaware Connection
Check for Understanding: Write Yes or No in Column 2 if the 
conclusions in Column 1 are ones that we can (yes) or cannot (no) 
draw from Joshua Turner’s letter to John Dickinson. 

Conclusions Is this a 
conclusion we 
can draw from 

the letter?
Yes or No

1- Some people listened to the idea that Onesimus 
introduced in 1716 

2- The smallpox inoculation had no bad effects

3- People who were inoculated had milder symptoms of 
smallpox

4- In 1802 there were still people who were afraid to be 
inoculated

5 - The smallpox in 1802 was different from the smallpox 
in 1721



Design a Historic Marker


