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In this lesson, you will 
engage in a scripted mock 

trial to learn about a famous 
woman in American history. 

You will also draw 
conclusions about her and 
the people (Puritans) who 
settled the Massachusetts 

Bay Colony.



Resource 1: Inferring Vocabulary in Context

Let’s read this paragraph 
and try to determine the 

meaning of the word 
hypocrite from the 

context of the paragraph.

Hypocrite - a person who does the opposite of what 
(contradicts) he or she believes 



Essential Question:

Were the Puritans of 
Massachusetts Bay 
hypocrites?



Why Did Puritans Come to America?

Many people left England and came to America to practice their religion freely. People who belonged to the Puritan religion did this.

The Puritans did not think that the Church of England was holy enough. They wanted to “purify” it - make it holier. The name “Puritan” 
came from the word “purify.” 

In England, there was one church that everyone was supposed to belong to. It was the Church of England. The Puritans organized their 
own religion and criticized the Church of England.  As a result, Puritans were insulted, put in jail, and beaten. 

In the 1630s, Puritans began leaving England to set up a new colony called Massachusetts Bay. They wanted to practice their religion free 
from any punishments. Their leader John Winthrop set a goal for the Puritans. That goal was to create “a city upon a hill” - something like 
a utopia. It would be a community that followed the Bible so closely that all others would look up to that “city.” It would be a holy 
example for others to admire and follow. 

Highlight or underline the sentence that best explains why the Puritans left England. 



What Happened When Mary Dyer Traveled to England?

In 1652, Mary Dyer and her husband William traveled to England. Mary met people who belonged to the Quaker religion. Mary 
came to believe in the ideas of the Quakers and joined that religion. 

Puritan leaders disliked the Quakers more than any other religious group. Puritans believed that the only way that a person could 
know what God wanted people to do was to read the Bible. The Puritans also believed that trained ministers were needed to help 
people understand the Bible. The Quakers believed that God spoke directly to the hearts of every person. Ministers were not 
needed. 

Since God spoke to every person’s heart, Quakers believed that what their conscience told them was right was more important 
than the laws of a community. So, Quakers could challenge Puritan laws if their conscience told them that the laws were bad. 

Puritans considered Quakers to be a real danger to Massachusetts Bay and their “city upon a hill.” They were convinced that God 
would punish the people of Massachusetts Bay. 

Highlight or underline the sentence that best explains what Mary Dyer did when she traveled to England. 



How Did the Puritans React to Quakers in Massachusetts Bay?

In 1656, lawmakers in Massachusetts Bay passed a law that said any Quaker who entered Massachusetts Bay would be whipped and 
put in jail until they were removed from the colony. In July 1657, Mary Dyer and another woman arrived in Massachusetts Bay on their 
way to Rhode Island. Mary did not know about the new law. So, the authorities put Mary in jail until her husband came and took her 
out of Massachusetts Bay.

Highlight or underline a part of a sentence that best explains what would happen to a Quaker who entered 
Massachusetts Bay.



Did the Puritan Laws Stop the Quakers?

The Puritans hoped that their new law would stop Quakers from coming to Massachusetts Bay. But some Quakers continued to come to
Massachusetts Bay to spread their religious ideas. So, Massachusetts Bay passed a second law in 1657. Under the new law, Quakers who 
returned to Massachusetts Bay a second time would have their right ear cut off. If they came back a third time, they would have a hole 
burned in their tongues!

The Puritan leaders became very angry when some Quakers still came back to Massachusetts Bay So, the Puritans in Massachusetts Bay 
passed another law. Quakers who returned to Massachusetts Bay after being kicked out would be put to death.

Highlight or underline one sentence that describes how the laws of Massachusetts Bay changed over time.



What Did Mary Dyer Do?
Mary Dyer returned to Massachusetts Bay with two Quaker men to protest the new law.  On October 27, 1659 Mary and the two men were 
taken to Boston to be put to death. The two men were killed first. The authorities wanted Mary to see how serious they were. 

Mary’s husband William pleaded with the authorities to let his wife go. He was a Puritan, and he knew the Governor well. He promised to 
take Mary out of Massachusetts Bay and never return if they let her go.

At the last minute, just before they were going to kill Mary, the authorities told Mary that she would not be executed if she returned to 
Rhode Island within 48 hours. William and Mary returned to Rhode Island.

Highlight or underline the sentence that supports the idea that the Puritans of Massachusetts Bay were good people.   



Mary’s Conscience Speaks to Her

Over the winter, Mary thought a lot about the cruel laws that punished Quakers in Massachusetts Bay. Without telling her family,
she returned to Massachusetts Bay in the spring of 1660 to protest those laws. Authorities in Massachusetts Bay were fed up, and
arrested Mary. She will now stand trial for breaking the Massachusetts “Law for the Protection of the Bay Colony” which states that 
Quakers who are found guilty of returning to Massachusetts Bay after being banished (kicked out) shall be executed (i.e., put to
death).

Highlight or underline the sentence that best explains a reason why Mary Dyer would be put on trial. 



How Did Puritans Treat People with Other Religious Beliefs?

People in Massachusetts Bay who questioned or criticized the Puritans were viewed as a threat to their efforts to create this holy “city 
upon a hill.” One big reason was because they believed that God would punish the entire Puritan community if it appeared that the 
Puritans stopped being a holy city upon a hill. 

People like Roger Williams and Anne Hutchinson were forced to leave Massachusetts Bay because they questioned the teachings of the 
Puritan religion. They set up a new colony where people had more religious freedom. That new colony was Rhode Island.

At the meeting where officials from Massachusetts Bay kicked Anne Hutchinson out of Massachusetts Bay, a woman named Mary Dyer 
showed support for Anne. Mary got up out of her seat, took Anne Hutchinson by the hand, and walked her out of the building. This upset 
the authorities in Massachusetts Bay. 

Highlight or underline the sentence that best explains why people like Roger Williams and Anne Hutchinson were forced to leave 
the Massachusetts Bay colony. 



Show me what 
you know



Mock Trial of Mary Dyer

The Charge: 

Mary Dyer stands accused of violating the 
Massachusetts “Law for the Protection of 
the Bay Colony” (1657). This law states 
that Quakers who return to Massachusetts 
Bay after being banished shall be executed. 



Opening Statements

First Name Last Name Prosecution or Defense Role

Prosecution Opening statement for prosecution

Defense Opening statement for defense

Prosecution Presents it Case

Prosecution direct examination of Governor John Winthrop

Defense cross examines Gov. John Winthrop

Prosecution direct examination of Rev. Nathaniel Ward

Defense cross examines Rev. Nathaniel Ward



Prosecution Rests

Defense Presents its Case

Prosecution direct examination of Anne Hutchinson

Defense cross examines Anne Hutchinson

Prosecution direct examination of William Dyer

Defense cross examines William Dyer

Prosecution direct examination of Mary Dyer

Defense cross examines Mary Dyer

Witness Prosecution John Winthrop

Witness Prosecution Nathaniel Ward

Witness Defense William Dyer

Witness Defense Anne Hutchinson

Witness Defense Mary Dyer



Defense Rests
Closing Statements

Defense Closing Statement Defense

Prosecution Closing Statement Prosecution

Bailiff

Jurors Deliberate

Juror

Juror

Juror

Juror

Juror

Verdict Announced



Steps in a Mock Trial

1. Bailiff Opens the Trial – “All rise, the Superior Court of Massachusetts Bay is now in session. The sometimes 
Honorable Judge is now in session. God save the King!

2. Judge Presents an Overview of the Case

3. Opening Statement- Prosecution. Briefly summarize the facts that are favorable to your side, explain the 
important evidence that your side will present, and ask the jury to return the verdict that you are seeking.

4. Opening Statement- Defense. Briefly summarize the facts that are favorable to your side, explain the 
important evidence that your side will present, and ask the jury to return the verdict that you are seeking.

5. Prosecution Calls Its Witnesses/Defenses Cross-examines each one.

6. Prosecution Rests: after it has called all of its witnesses.
7. Defense calls its witnesses/prosecution cross-examines each one.

8. Defense Rests: after it has called all of its witnesses.

9. Closing Statements- Prosecution then Defense. Prosecution may rebut. Review the evidence that was 
favorable to your side, remind the jury of the law or the reason why it should not be enforced (“send a 
message”), and ask them to return a favorable verdict.

10. Jury deliberates and the verdict is announced (Sentencing if necessary).



In this lesson, you will 
engage in a scripted mock 

trial to learn about a famous 
woman in American history. 

You will also draw 
conclusions about her and 
the people (Puritans) who 
settled the Massachusetts 

Bay Colony.



Preparing and Rehearsing



Conducting the Mock Trial

Resource 4 

Pages 4-13



Draw Conclusions

1. Was Mary Dyer guilty or not guilty?
2. Were the Puritans who settled 

Massachusetts Bay hypocrites?
3. Jury announce its verdict. Does the 

class find Mary Dyer guilty or not 
guilty?

4. Was Mary Dyer guilty? 
5. Were the Puritan laws guilty? Or 

were both guilty?



What really 
happened to Mary 

Dyer?





Competing Accounts




