
Lesson 10:
Thank You, Sarah

Unit 5
Grade 4



Who are these two people and 
why might they be shown together?



With a partner, create a 
list of everything you 

know about   
Thanksgiving.



Resource 2: Frayer Model

Directions: in the boxes:

1. define the word 
superhero, 

2. describe 
characteristics of 
superheroes

3. give some examples
of superheroes

4. draw what a 
superhero looks like.



Questions:
1. What is the main idea of 

the reading?

1. Why were many 
Americans so sad 
between 1861-1865?



We are now going to read some texts that will 
help you solve the history mystery that was 
introduced at the beginning of this lesson. 

The readings will also connect the pieces of 
information from your Thanksgiving  

brainstorming and Superhero Frayer Model .



Thank you, Sarah





Resource 4: Organizing Thank You, Sarah in Chronological Order

President 
Lincoln made 
Thanksgiving 
a National Happened 

First

Sarah Hale 
started writing 
letters to 

Thanksgiving 
a national 
holiday

Second

America was 

at war, the 

North against 

the South.Third

Native 

Americans 

helped save 

the Pilgrims

Fourth

Thanksgiving 

was in trouble

Fifth



Thank you, Sarah

Credibility: the quality of being trusted 
or believable.
● Should we believe everything that 

we read or hear? Why or why not?
● Do you believe that the story told in 

Thank You, Sarah is believable? 
Explain. 

● How might we (including historians) 
know if information about the past 
is credible or believable? 



When historians read or listen to accounts of 
the past, they do three things:

1. Source – find out WHO created the document or artifact to make 
judgments about how their backgrounds might have influenced 
what they wrote or created

1. Contextualize – determine WHEN something was created to 
understand why it was created and determine if that which is 
presented makes sense based on what was happening at the time.

a. For example, something written during a war or when people 
are sick may have been written differently during peacetime 
or when they are healthy. 

1. Corroborate – CHECK other sources to see if they support or 
refute what is presented. 



Source 1 Source 2 Source 3

Who wrote the 
document and why was 
it written?

When was this written? 
How might this explain 
why it was written?

What is the main idea 
of the text?

Does this source 
provide evidence that 
the book Thank You 
Sarah is a credible 
account of the history 
of Thanksgiving? 
Explain.



You are going to read three 
texts or sources. 

You will then complete the 
graphic organizer found on 
Resource 5. The questions are 
ones that both historians and 
expert readers ask of 
documents. 



1. Who wrote the document and why 
was it written?

1. When was this written? How might this 
explain why it was written?

1. What is the main idea of the text?

1. Does this source provide evidence 
that the book Thank You Sarah is a 
credible account of the history of 
Thanksgiving? Explain.

. 



1. Who wrote the document and why 
was it written?

1. When was this written? How might this 
explain why it was written?

1. What is the main idea of the text?

1. Does this source provide evidence 
that the book Thank You Sarah is a 
credible account of the history of 
Thanksgiving? Explain.

. 



1. Who wrote the document and why 
was it written?

1. When was this written? How might this 
explain why it was written?

1. What is the main idea of the text?

1. Does this source provide evidence 
that the book Thank You Sarah is a 
credible account of the history of 
Thanksgiving? Explain.

. 



What	can	we	conclude	are	
some	credible	conclusions	

about	the	history	of	
Thanksgiving?

What	allows	us	to	have	
confidence	in	these	

conclusions?



Things I Learned from 
Text 1

Thank You Sarah by 
Laurie Halse Anderson

Things I Learned from 
Text 2

Sarah Gives Thanks by 
Mike Allegra

Resource 7



Sarah Gives Thanks





Happy 
Thanksgiving 


