
Enslavement in Delaware -
Origins and Growth

Unit 4, Lesson 7 



Essential Question

How and when did Black enslavement begin in what is now 
the state of Delaware?



How many do we have?

As we look at the students in our classroom, how many:

● Total students are there?
● Have blue/green eyes?
● Have brown eyes?
● Have curly/ wavy hair?
● Have straight hair?
● Have freckles?

You just 
conducted a 
CENSUS!



A census is… 

… an official count of a country’s population. The first census for our country - the 
United States - began on August 2, 1790 and was completed nine months later. 
The people who gathered the information were instructed to visit every house and 
find out how many people lived in the country. They were told that they needed to 
find out the name of the head of the family and the number of…

● Free White males aged 16 years and older
● Free White males under 16 years
● Free White females
● All other free persons
● Slaves

They finished counting nine months later and released a report.

Source: 1790 Census, United States Census Bureau

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XzDoTK_9zvUuP-p4vKO83itrUqeQSQR9eKnSjlfBiC8/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.census.gov/history/www/through_the_decades/overview/1790.html
https://www.census.gov/history/www/through_the_decades/overview/1790.html


1790 Census Report

Let’s take a look…

Draw one conclusion that you find most 
interesting. What details on the census 
report made you think about this?

Work with a partner to answer the 
remaining four questions.

U4, L7: Resource 1: First Census Report for the United States, October 24, 1791
Source: https://www2.census.gov/library/publications/decennial/1790/number_of_persons/1790a-02.pdf

https://www2.census.gov/library/publications/decennial/1790/number_of_persons/1790a-02.pdf
https://www2.census.gov/library/publications/decennial/1790/number_of_persons/1790a-02.pdf


Does anyone 
know when 

enslavement 
first started in 

Delaware?

Does anyone 
know how 

enslavement 
started?



Let’s find out!



The Beginning of Enslavement 
in Delaware

U4, L7: Resource 3: The Beginning of Enslavement in Delaware

After you read Resource 3: The Beginning of 
Enslavement in Delaware, be prepared to answer 
the following:

● Who were the Lenni Lenape?
● Who was Anthony?
● Why is Anthony an important figure in 

Delaware history?



U4, L7: Resource 4: Create and Analyze a Timeline

Use information on the bulleted statements (below) 
and Resource 3 (The Beginning of Enslavement in 
Delaware) to fill in the dates and events on the 
timeline in correct chronological order. Write the 
dates in the gray shaded boxes.

● Enslaved Anthony is brought to Delaware
● Native Americans destroy the first Dutch 

Settlement
● 8,887 people are enslaved in Delaware
● Swedes set up Fort Christina
● First Europeans settle Zwaanendael



Draw a Conclusion

Use the information on your timeline to describe what you think is the most 
important change that occurred between 1638 and 1790.


