Resistance to Enslavement
Unit 4, Lesson 6



Essential Question

How did enslaved people resist enslavement?



What conclusions are people who view these images likely
to draw?
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What conclusions are people who view these images likely
to draw?




Freedom In Congo Square

Day Activities

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Sunday

As you listen to the story Freedom In Congo Square,

list the things that enslaved people did each day of the
week.

U4, L6: Resource 2: Developing a Counter Narrative u




How did enslaved people feel about enslavement?

Timeline

1619  First Africans arrive in the English colonies

1640 John Punch enslaved because he was “negro”

1858 Solomon Northrup wrote Twelve Years a Slave

1865 Slavery abolished (ended) in the United States

2011 Franklin and Higginbotham write From Slavery to Freedom

Source 1 [modified]

“Anyone who thinks that enslaved people have no idea of
how badly they are treated is fooling themselves. They are
wrong if they imagine that an enslaved person who has been
whipped gets up from their knees with cuts and blood on their
backs ready to forgive. A day will come when the enslaved
peoples’ prayers will be heard. It will be a terrible day of
revenge when the enslavers will cry out for mercy.”

Solomon Northrup, an enslaved man,

from his book Twelve Years a Slave, (1853), p. 129

Source 2

“the most far-fetched and inaccurate characterization of slaves
is that they were satisfied, even happy with their lot.”

John Hope Franklin and Evelyn Brooks Higginbotham

From their book From Slavery to Freedom, (2011), p. 153

U4, L6: Resource 3: Reinforcing the Counter Narrative




U4, L6: Resource 4: Frayer Model - Resistance




Slave Rebellions During the Colonial Period

Major American Rebellions by Enslaved People

1619 - 1787

Year Rebellion Lasted Number of Enslaved People Number of Enslavers Outcome for those Who
who Participated who Died Rebelled

1712 New York City 1 day 30-40 9 21 executed

Rebellion 6 killed themselves
6 pardoned
1739 Stono Rebellion, 1 day 75-80 25 50 killed or executed (put
South Carolina to death)

Source: Franklin and Higgenbotham (2011). From Slavery to Freedom, p. 156.

U4, L6: Resource 5: Drawing Conclusions from Data
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Debrief- Q1

The images from the warm-up suggest
enslaved people were happy. What
have you learned from this lesson to
argue against this false suggestion?



Debrief- Q2

It was common for enslaved people to
resist the unfair life that enslavement
dealt them. What are some examples of
the ways that enslaved people resisted,
other than big rebellions?



Debrief- Q3

Why didn’'t more enslaved people
participate in large rebellions and run
away?



