
Unit 4, Lesson 5:  Hidden History -
Olaudah Equiano



Essential Question:
● What were some of the 

experiences of enslaved people 
and how did they respond?



Warm Up:

SCENARIO:

Billie the bully walks up to Breck who’s a wreck and demands 
Breck’s lunch money.  Billie is the biggest and strongest person 

in school.

What are some different ways that Breck might respond to 
Billie?



Introduction:

Olaudah Equiano



Vocabulary for understanding experiences and     
reactions to enslavement:

● Victimization→ being treated cruelly or unkindly

● Agency→ the actions that people take to achieve a 
desired goal or produce a good effect.

● Resistance→ the attempt to prevent something by 
action or argument.



Let’s Read →
Excerpts from 

Olaudah 
Equiano’s 

Autobiography



Students get into groups of three and                        
assume a number 1, 2, or 3

Student numbered assignments:
● Student 1 - highlights examples of individuals being victimized in the 

account.
● Student 2 - highlights examples of agency on the part of individuals 

in the account.
● Student 3 - highlights examples of resistance on the part of 

individuals in the account.



Victimization
versus 

Agency



Students get into small groups:
Generate examples of

● Victimization
● Agency
● Resistance

that were NOT described in Resource 1



Some more information on Olaudah Equiano

Can you identify any examples of 
victimization, agency, or resistance in 

the information that was just provided 
to you?



Complete 
Resource 2:  

Graphic 
Organizer



Complete Resource 3:  
Create and Analyze a 

Chronology



Complete Resource 4:  
Complete an Account



Olaudah 
Equiano


