
Unit 4, Lesson 3
Servants on Trial:

The Case of John Punch, et al.



Think About:

What do you think should have happened 
to indentured servants if they came to 
America as indentured servants, ran 

away, and broke their contracts?



Let’s Read!



The Goals of:

● Justice - desire to be fair to the 
“parties” in the case

● Deterrence - the desire to discourage 
other people from doing wrong



In Groups of Three:

● Assume the roles of judges.
● Decide who in your group is the “chief” 

judge (the Chief Judge will be asked to 
announce the group’s decisions to the 
rest of the class).



Whaaaat???  
This was an actual case!



Have you ever heard of the term 
“turning point?”

Historians are really interested in 
searching for history’s turning points.



Read 
The Actual 

Court Ruling



One final 
“Check for Understanding”

Individually complete the 
worksheet.


