
Lesson 2: Creating Accounts 
Using Columbus’ Log

Unit 3
Grade 4



In this lesson we are going to ask you to create a 
storyboard for a short movie that provides viewers with 
information about the historic first voyage of Christopher 
Columbus. 

This movie will be more like a documentary. A 
documentary is a movie or a television or radio program 
that provides a factual record or report.

Storyboard for a Short Movie



Scenario:

Someone has discovered what they now know to be pieces of paper that 
contain parts of Christopher Columbus’ log or journal from his famous 
voyage in 1492. You will have an opportunity to read Columbus’ own 
words - the words he wrote down so that people would know about his 
famous voyage. 

The papers are currently a scrambled mess! You have been asked to 
organize the papers in chronological order so that we can know some of 
the things that happened during the historic 1492 voyage known as the 
Enterprise of the Indies, and when it happened.

Storyboard for a Short Movie



Scene 1 Scene 2 Scene 3

Scene 3 Scene 4 Scene 5
Introduction [exact date unknown]
“I left… in 1492 and went to the town of Palos, 
Spain which is a seaport. There I put supplies on 
three ships…I left Palos with a lot of supplies and 
with many sailors on the third day of August.

Monday, 10 September 1492
“Today I made 180 miles at a speed of 7½  knots. I 
wrote down and told the crew that we only 
traveled 144 miles so that the sailors would not 
get scared if the voyage is long.”

Thursday, 4 October 1492
“A frigate bird came to the ship and a white 
bird that looked like a gull. So many birds are a 
sure sign that we are near land.

Thursday, 20 September 1492
“…Very early this morning 3 little birds flew over 
the ship… and flew away as the sun rose. This 
was a comforting sign, for unlike the large water 
birds, these little birds could not have come from 
very far away. 

Thursday, 11 October 1492
“About 10 o’clock at night…I thought I saw a light 
to the west. …I was so eager to find land that I 
did not trust my own senses….I now believe that 
the light…was the first positive sign of land…

Monday, 1 October 1492
“I did the math and it shows that we have traveled 
2,121 miles. I did not reveal this to the men 
because they would become frightened, being so 
far from home.”





In groups of 4:
● Arrange the log entities into 

chronological order.
● Divide the strips among members of the 

group.
● Students will read what is on their strips, 

including dates, in chronological order 
for everyone in the group to hear. 

● The person to the right will paraphrase 
the information on the strip after each is 
read aloud. 





Discuss and select 6 notable senses that should 
be part of the storyboard. 

Make sure you include dates and brief quotes 
from the log entries on your storyboard. 



We are now going to hear and read 
excerpts from Columbus' log that he 
wrote AFTER landing in the New World 
for the first time. 

After hearing about what Columbus 
thought and saw, you will be asked to 
decide whether certain conclusions 
were supported by what Columbus 
wrote.



With a partner, read the 
conclusions on Resource 4, 
discuss with your partner 
whether the conclusions are 
or are not supported by the 
information in the log (circle 
Yes or No in Column 2 of 
Resource 4), and record any 
date from the log that 
supports a conclusion in 
Column 3 on Resource 4.

Use Resource 3 to help.



Four Corner Discussion

What was your 
original impression of 
Columbus based on 
his log entries?
1. Very positive
2. Somewhat 

positive
3. Somewhat 

negative
4. Very negative Why might there be different points of view and 

interpretations of Columbus? 


