
Lesson 1: Ways of Thinking 
About People and Places in the 

Past 

Unit 2
Grade 4



Directions:  Imagine that you had the power to travel 
back in time. Historians hire you to go back 600 years 
then report back on what you saw. In the box below, 
draw what a place where people lived 600 years ago 
looked like. 



I want you to think about life 
long ago but in a different 
way. This time you want 
them to think about two 
things:
1. What are some things 

that people today would 
have a difficult time 
living without?

2. What might be a way to 
substitute for those 
things if people did not 
have them?



You are now 
going to 
read about 
some of the 
ways that 
people think 
about 
people and 
places from 
long ago.



You are about to look at images of cities that 
existed long before 1491 - over 600 years ago!

Think about the following as you analyze the 
images. 

1. What are your first impressions as you look 
at the images of the cities?

2. In what ways are the cities similar?
3. Guess which continent the cities were on. 

Why did you guess this continent?
4. Do the images match what you had in mind 

when you did the warm-up? If not, how do 
the images differ from what you had in 
mind?



Think about the following as you 
analyze the images. 

1. What are your first 
impressions as you look at 
the images of the cities?

2. In what ways are the cities 
similar?

3. Guess which continent the 
cities were on. Why did you 
guess this continent?

4. Do the images match what 
you had in mind when you 
did the warm-up? If not, how 
do the images differ from 
what you had in mind?

Image 1: America/Tenochtitlan (14th Century)



Think about the following as you 
analyze the images. 

1. What are your first 
impressions as you look at 
the images of the cities?

2. In what ways are the cities 
similar?

3. Guess which continent the 
cities were on. Why did you 
guess this continent?

4. Do the images match what 
you had in mind when you 
did the warm-up? If not, how 
do the images differ from 
what you had in mind?

Image 2: Asia/Forbidden City, Beijing (15th Century)



Think about the following as you 
analyze the images. 

1. What are your first 
impressions as you look at 
the images of the cities?

2. In what ways are the cities 
similar?

3. Guess which continent the 
cities were on. Why did you 
guess this continent?

4. Do the images match what 
you had in mind when you 
did the warm-up? If not, how 
do the images differ from 
what you had in mind?

Image 3: Europe/London (12th Century)



Think about the following as you 
analyze the images. 

1. What are your first 
impressions as you look at 
the images of the cities?

2. In what ways are the cities 
similar?

3. Guess which continent the 
cities were on. Why did you 
guess this continent?

4. Do the images match what 
you had in mind when you 
did the warm-up? If not, how 
do the images differ from 
what you had in mind?

Image 4: Africa/Egypt - Pi-Ramses City (13th Century)  



What was Western Africa like before people from 
Europe started exploring the continent?



AFRICA
What comes to mind when you think about Africa today.



Make the Mis Dis

We are going to play a game where we are going to try and identify 
misconceptions about Africa and make the misconceptions disappear. 

I will present one statement about Africa. 

1. Partner 1 is assigned to the first statement and the rest of the odd 
statements. 

2. If the statement is a misconception or false about Africa, turn it over, 
so it disappears. If you do not think it is a misconception and is true, 
keep it face up. 

3. After Partner 1 shares their answer, Partner 2 can agree or disagree 
and try to talk Partner 1 out of their conclusion if they do not agree. 

4. Partner 2 is assigned to the second statement and all even 
statements. 

5. Repeat steps 1-4 for all 10 statements. 

Facts 
about 
Africa



Is this a misconception?

Statement #1

Africa is a country.



Is this a misconception?

Statement #2

Africa is a  little bigger 
than the United States. 



Is this a misconception?

Statement #3

The climate in Africa is hot, dry 
and sunny.



Is this a misconception?

Statement #4

People who live in Africa are poor.



Is this a misconception?

Statement #5

Africans live in huts.



Is this a misconception?

Statement #6

All Africans are dark skinned.



Is this a misconception?

Statement #7

Africans share the same culture.



Is this a misconception?

Statement #8

Africans do not have modern 
technology.



Is this a misconception?

Statement #9

People in Africa speak African.



Is this a misconception?

Statement #10

All people in Africa live among 
wild animals.



Is this a 
misconception?

Statement #1

Africa is a 
country.

Misconception!

Africa is a 
continent with 

over 50 
countries!



Is this a 
misconception?

Statement #2

Africa is a little 
bigger than the 
United States 

Misconception!

Africa is more 
than 3 times the 

size of the United 
States!



Is this a 
misconception?

Statement #3

The climate of 
Africa is hot, 

dry and sunny. 

Misconception!

Africa is a diverse 
continent with a huge 
variety of landscapes 

and temperatures. 
There are even places 

where it snows in 
Africa!



Is this a 
misconception?

Statement #4

People who live 
in Africa are 

poor.

Misconception!

Africa has at least 18 
billionaires, some of 

whose names appear on 
the right.



Is this a 
misconception?

Statement #5

Africans live in 
huts. 

Misconception!

Nearly half of the 
people in Africa live in 
urban areas like the 
places shown on the 

right.

Lagos, Nigeria
21 Million People

Cairo, Egypt
20.5 Million People

Luanda, Angola
8.4 Million People



Is this a 
misconception?

Statement #6

All Africans are 
dark skinned. 

Misconception!

Africans are very 
diverse!



Is this a 
misconception?

Statement #7

Africans share 
the same 
culture. 

Misconception!

There are over 50 
countries in Africa and 

within each country 
there is no single 

culture.



Is this a 
misconception?

Statement #8

Africans do not 
have modern 
technology. 

Misconception!

67% of people in Africa 
have cell phones.



Is this a 
misconception?

Statement #9

People in 
Africa speak 

African. 

Misconception!

There is no such 
language as “African”.



Is this a 
misconception?
Statement 

#10
All People in 

Africa live with 
wild animals. 

Misconception!
While some people live 

in areas where wild 
animals roam (just like in 
the United States), many 

Africans live in cities 
where wild animals do 

not roam.
Cape Town, South Africa









Let’s Reflect

1. What are some 
misconceptions about other 
places and the people who 

live in them?

1. What effects have these 
deficit ways of thinking had? South 

Africa

Victoria
Falls


