
Lesson 11:
Why and where Rosa Parks?

Unit 1
Grade 4



Warm Up

Imagine that you had to obey a rule that you and 
many other people believed was unfair. What do you 
think would be a good way to respond to that law?



In this lesson you are going to 
analyze an account of the day that a 
very famous woman named Rosa 
Parks did something that was 
historic and that brought about an 
important change in American 
history. 

Does anyone know who Rosa Parks 
was and what made her famous?



Let’s build some context. Context 
allows us to understand what was 
going on at the time an event 
occurred. It helps explain why and 
when the event occurred. 

We are going to read some 
background information that will 
help explain what was going on in 
the city of Montgomery, Alabama 
back in 1955. 

Focus on what the laws said and how 
they changed over time. 



Diagram of the bus

Let’s look at the
● Different seats
● Different rows
● Different sections of the 

bus

You are going to read an account of 
that famous day in 1955 when Rosa 
Parks boarded that bus. Your main 
task will be to identify the seat where 
Ms. Parks was sitting and why she 
decided to do what she did.



Fill in the rows and 
columns on Resource 3 
using the dates and 
events provided on the 
page so you create a 
timeline with the events 
arranged in chronological 
order. 



Purpose for Reading:

★ Where was Rosa Parks 
sitting?

★ What did she do in response 
to the bus law?

★ What did the author mean 
when they stated that Ms. 
Parks was tired?

Reading: Rosa 
Parks Acts 
Against Unfair 
Law



Independently, fill out 
Resource 5: My 
Conclusion and Account. 

Use your Resource 4 
reading. 



Diagram of the bus

According to your reading 
and conclusion, where did 
Rosa Parks sit?

Color the spot where Rosa 
Parks sat. 



Let’s share our 
conclusions and 
accounts.
Did anyone have a different 
conclusion?

Why might there be different 
accounts of the same event?



Find a partner who read 
the different account and  
share your conclusions.

Why might there be 
differences in your 
account and  your 
partner’s account?



Create a new account that 
includes information from both 
readings. 



There might be different accounts of the 
same event in history, but it does not 
mean that someone lied. It may be 
because the person writing the account 
used different sources or evidence. 

The Black people in Montgomery, Alabama 
started boycotting the buses. When Rosa 
Parks was asked about the boycott, she 
said, “Rather than ride in shame, we 
decided to walk with dignity.” 

Nine months after the boycott started, the 
bus company had lost so much revenue 
due to the boycott that they ended their 
discriminatory bus rules.

African Americans walk to work instead of riding the bus during the third month of an eventual 
381-day bus boycott, Montgomery, Alabama, February 1956.
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African Americans boarding bus at the end of a bus boycott in Montgomery, Alabama, that 
lasted more than a year. Don Cravens/The LIFE Images Collection via Getty Images


