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Delaware Green Schools Application for Green Ribbon Schools
Thank you for your interest in completing Delaware Green School’s application for nomination as a U.S. Department of Education Green Ribbon School (ED-GRS). In order to complete this application, you will need to collect data about your school's facility, health, physical education and safety policies, food service, and environmental and sustainability curriculum. You will need to document efforts in all of these areas equally.
ED-GRS recognizes schools taking a comprehensive approach to greening their school. A comprehensive approach incorporates environmental learning with improving environmental and health impacts. Becoming a U.S. Department of Education Green Ribbon School is a two-step process. The first step is to complete and submit this form to be selected as a nominee.  If selected as a nominee by Delaware Green Schools, the second step of the process requires signatures for the Nominee Presentation Form that will be sent to the U.S. Department of Education (ED) along with your application.  
ED selects honorees nationwide.  Selection will be based on documentation of the applicant's high achievement in the three ED-GRS Pillars: 

Pillar I: Reduce environmental impact and costs.
Pillar II: Improve the health and wellness of students and staff.
Pillar III: Provide effective environmental and sustainability education, incorporating STEM, civic skills and green career pathways.
Schools demonstrating progress in all three Pillars will receive the highest rankings.  A team should be assembled to document concrete achievement. This team might include: your facilities manager, physical education director, food services director, curriculum director, finance department representatives, teachers, and students. You should consult the ED-GRS Green Strides Resources Page and Webinar Series for standards, programs and grants related to each Pillar, Element, and question.  This is an excellent clearinghouse of information for all schools, not only those who apply.
The questions in this application will help you demonstrate your progress in these Pillars as well as provide space for you to include pertinent documentation.  Applications are due by January 4th to Tonyea Mead at tonyea.mead@doe.k12.de.us.  We will select nominees and submit them to the U.S. Department of Education by February 15, 2024.
If selected for nomination to ED-GRS, the school principal and district superintendent must certify that each of the statements below concerning the school’s eligibility and compliance with the following requirements is true; however, in no case is a private school required to make any certification with regard to the public school district in which it is located.
1. The school has some configuration that includes one or more of grades Pre-K-12.  
2. The school has been evaluated and selected from among schools within the Nominating Authority’s jurisdiction as highest achieving in the three ED-GRS Pillars: 1) reduced environmental impact and costs; 2) improved health and wellness; and 3) effective environmental and sustainability education.
3. Neither the nominated public school nor its public school district is refusing the U.S. Department of Education Office of Civil Rights (OCR) access to information necessary to investigate a civil rights complaint or to conduct a district wide compliance review.  The Department of Defense Education Activity (DoDEA) is not subject to the jurisdiction of OCR. The nominated DoDEA schools, however, are subject to and in compliance with statutory and regulatory requirements to comply with Federal civil rights laws.
4. OCR has not issued a violation letter of findings to the public school district concluding that the nominated public school or the public school district as a whole has violated one or more of the civil rights statutes. A violation letter of findings will not be considered outstanding if OCR has accepted a corrective action plan to remedy the violation.

5. The U.S. Department of Justice does not have a pending suit alleging that the public school or the public school district as a whole has violated one or more of the civil rights statutes or the Constitution’s equal protection clause.

6. There are no findings of violations of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act in a U.S. Department of Education monitoring report that apply to the public school or public school district in question; or if there are such findings, the state or public school district has corrected, or agreed to correct, the findings.

7. The school meets all applicable federal, state, local and tribal health, environmental and safety requirements in law, regulations and policy and is willing to undergo EPA on-site verification.
School Contact Information

School Name:      
Street Address:      
City:      





State:       

Zip:      
Website:      
Principal Name:      
Principal Email Address:       



Phone Number:      
Lead Applicant Name (if different):      
Lead Applicant Email:       



Phone Number:      
School Information

	Level

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Early Learning Center

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Elementary (PK - 5 or 6)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 K - 8

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Middle (6 - 8 or 9)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 High (9 or 10 - 12)
	School Type

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Public

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Private/ 

Independent

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Charter

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Magnet
	How would you describe your school?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Urban

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Suburban

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Rural

	District Name

     
Is your school in one of the largest 50 districts in the nation?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No 

	
	
	
	Total Enrolled:      

	Does your school serve 40% or more students from disadvantaged* households?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No
*Defined as eligible for FRPL status and/or LEP
	% eligible for FRPL      
% limited English proficient      
Other measures      
	Graduation rate:     
Attendance rate:      


Part I: Summary Narrative
[image: image2.jpg]
Provide a 1200 word maximum narrative describing your school’s efforts to reduce environmental impacts and costs, improve student and staff health, and provide effective environmental and sustainability education.  Focus on unique and innovative practices and partnerships. 
Part II: Documentation of State Evaluation of District Nominee


Pillar I: Reduced Environmental Impact and Costs

Narrative: Describe how your school is reducing environmental impacts and costs.
Element IA: Energy
· Does your school have a plan in place to manage and reduce energy use, such as an energy master plan, an energy conservation plan, or energy conservation guidelines? Describe the plan.

· Explain greenhouse gas reductions (CO2) that your school has accomplished. Include the percentage reduction and over what time frame the reduction was calculated. Be sure to include the initial and final emission rates, and how the reduction was calculated. 
· Document reduction in energy usage (kBTU or equivalent) at your school. Include percentage reduction, and over what time frame the reduction was calculated. Be sure to include the initial and final usage rates, and how the reduction was calculated. Indicate any sources of renewable energy your school generates or purchases.
· Describe how any school construction or renovation projects occurring in the past 10 years meet green building standards such as LEED, ENERGY STAR, etc. and any certifications earned.

· What has your school done to reduce energy use? Describe projects such as lighting retrofits, installation of an energy management system, planting shade trees to cool classrooms and air conditioning units, ect.

Element IB: Water and Grounds 
· What has your school done to reduce water use? Describe projects such as mulching, leak detection/monitoring, installation of water-efficient plumbing fixtures or appliances, rainwater capture, etc.

· Include documented reduction in your school’s total water consumption from an initial baseline. List average baseline water use, current water use, percentage reduction, the time period the reduction was calculated, and how the reduction was calculated.
· Identify the percentage of landscaping that is considered water-efficient and/or regionally appropriate.
· Describe any alternate water sources used for irrigation.
· Describe any efforts to reduce storm water runoff and/or reduce impermeable surfaces.
· Describe how the school’s water source is protected from potential contaminants, including lead.
· Describe the percentage of the school grounds that are devoted to ecologically beneficial uses.

Element IC: Waste
· Include percentage of solid waste diverted from landfilling or incineration due to reduction in use, recycling, and/or composting and how this amount was determined.  A simple formula may be: 
        ((recycling volume + composting volume) / (garbage volume + recycling volume + composting volume)) x 100 = diversion rate
· Include post-consumer and/or chlorine-free material percentage of your school’s total office/classroom paper content. 
· Include green cleaning products used, what third party green cleaning product certification standard(s) your school uses and what percentage of all products are certified.
· List types and amounts of hazardous waste generated at your school, how disposal was tracked and efforts to eliminate production.

Element ID: Alternative Transportation
· Include percentage of students that walk, bike, bus, or carpool to/from school and how these numbers were determined. 
· Include transportation practices implemented (designated carpool parking stalls, a no idling policy that applies to all vehicles including school buses, vehicle loading/unloading areas at least 25 feet from building air-intakes [doors, and windows, etc.], pedestrian routes).
· Describe how your school fleet is efficient and has reduced its environmental impact. Describe practices and polices pertaining to on-site school transportation as well as district bus fleets and other vehicles used in school operations or activities. 
· Include any other efforts school transportation has made toward reducing environmental impact – focusing on innovative or unique practices and partnerships.
Pillar II: Improve the health and wellness of students and staff

Narrative: Describe how your school improves the health and wellness of students, faculty and staff by integrating a campus-wide environmental health program and promoting sound health and wellness practices.
Element IIA: Environmental Health

· Discuss integrated pest management efforts. Include any IPM/green certifications earned. 
· Identify annual volume of pesticide use, and describe efforts to reduce use.
· Explain actions your school takes to minimize exposure to hazardous contaminants, including (but not limited to): prohibiting smoking on campus, removal / prohibiting purchasing of elemental mercury, removal of wooden playground equipment that contain chromated copper arsenate.
· Describe how your school controls and manages routinely used chemicals to minimize student and staff exposure.
· Describe any other actions the school has taken to address environmental health, including (but not limited to) preventing asthma triggers in and around the school, moisture control, mold removal, ventilation system maintenance, and/or local exhaust systems for major airborne contaminant sources. 
· Describe any indoor environmental standards that are employed at your school, such as good quality daylighting with high-quality electrical light when needed, good relative humidity control (ASHRAE 30-60%), exceed minimum outdoor air exchange rates (2015 International Mechanical Code, Table 403.3.1.1), and classroom views of trees and nature.

· Describe other steps your school takes to protect indoor environmental quality. Describe practices such as implementing EPA’s IAQ Tools for Schools and/or conducting other periodic, comprehensive inspections of the school facility.

· Describe other steps your school takes to protect outdoor environmental quality such as reducing vehicle idling, planting trees, etc.

Element IIB: Nutrition and Fitness
· Describe the practices your school employs to promote nutrition, physical activity and overall school health. These may include participation in USDA’s HealthierUS School Challenge, Farm to School programs, on-site food garden(s), cooking or gardening classes and health measures integrated into assessments.
· Describe the type of outdoor education, exercise and recreation available to students and staff. Include minutes per week that students spend in supervised physical education. Include percentage of physical education that takes place outdoors.

Element IIB (cont.): Coordinated School Health, Mental Health, School Climate, and Safety 

· Describe the health-related initiatives or approaches used by the school to address overall school health issues. Include physical fitness, mental health, nutrition, sun exposure, etc.
· Describe any partnerships with postsecondary institutions, businesses, nonprofit organizations or community groups that support student health and/or safety.
· Identify if your school has a school nurse and/or a school-based health center.
· Describe your school’s efforts to support student mental health and school climate such as counseling, psychological and social services, anti-bullying programs and/or peer counseling.
Pillar III: Effective Environmental and Sustainability Education

Narrative: Describe how your school provides effective environmental and sustainability education by incorporating STEM, civic skills, and green career pathways. 

Pillar IIIA: Interdisciplinary Learning

· Describe the practices your school employs to help ensure effective environmental and sustainability education. Provide examples of interdisciplinary learning about the key relationships between dynamic environmental, energy, and human systems.
· Describe your school’s environmental or sustainability literacy requirements.
· Describe how your school integrates environmental and sustainability concepts throughout the curriculum.
· Describe how environmental and sustainability concepts are integrated into assessments. Document that students show high levels of proficiency in these assessments.
· Describe how professional development in environmental and sustainability education is provided to all teachers.
· For schools serving grades 9-12, provide percentage of last year’s graduates who completed the AP Environmental Science course during their high school career, and the percentage scoring a 3 or higher on the AP exam.

· Describe any co-curricular programs your school employs to ensure effective environmental and sustainability education such as:

· An environmental or sustainability student club, and/or a school Green Team that includes student representation and/or opportunities for student leadership.

· Field grips for students to study environmental education at outdoor programs, science museums, zoos, aquariums, parks, and farms.

· A school program that includes service learning projects that incorporate environmental topics.

· A way to use the buildings, grounds, and neighborhood to teach place-based environmental education and foster local ecological literacy in a hands-on manner.

Element IIIB: STEM Content, Knowledge, and Skills

· Demonstrate how your school uses sustainability and the environment as a context for learning science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) thinking skills and content knowledge. 
· Describe how outdoor learning is used to teach an array of subjects in context, engage the broader community, and develop civic skills. Describe students’ meaningful outdoor learning experiences at every grade level.
· Describe students’ civic/community engagement projects integrating environment and sustainability topics. Include how your school uses sustainability and the environment as a context for learning green technologies and career pathways.
· Describe your partnerships to help your school and other schools achieve in the 3 Pillars. Include both the scope and impact of these partnerships. 

Submit 10 – 15 photos and up to 10 minutes of video. Please save your photos using descriptive language. For example, “Students conduct water quality tests in outdoor classroom with science majors from nearby university.” These will not be scored. All photos and videos submitted must be permissioned for web and print use by Louisiana Department of Education, Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, and U.S. Dept. of Education.
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