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DIAA Board of Directors’ Meeting Minutes
March 13, 2008 – 9:00 a.m.
Collette Building
I.
Opening


A.
Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by DIAA Chairperson Gerald Kobasa. 

B.
Roll Call

The following DIAA Board members were present:  Gerald Kobasa, Michael Wagner, Gerald Allen, Phyllis Kohel, Kathleen Wilbur, Debbie Corrado, Joan Samonisky, Catherine Marvel, John Oliver, Dr. Garrett Lyons, Dr. Dianne Sole, Dr. Jeffrey Hawtof, Woody Long, Dr. George Stone and Dr. Michael Owens.  Kevin Charles; Executive Director, and Paula Fontello; Deputy Attorney General, were also in attendance. Sister Ann Michelle, Michael Modica, and Robert Reed were unable to attend.

C.
Approval of Agenda

Dr. Hawtof made a motion to approve the agenda. The motion was seconded by Mr. Allen and carried unanimously.

D.  Approval of Minutes of February 14, 2008 Board of Directors’ Meeting 
Ms. Wilbur made a motion to approve the minutes of the February 14, 2008 Board of Directors’ Meeting as submitted. The motion was seconded by Ms. Samonisky and carried unanimously.  

E.
DIAA Financial Report

Mr. Charles reviewed the income and expenses for the last month. Mr. Charles commented that we still have not received all the revenue and financial reports for individual wrestling and boys and girls basketball. Mr. Charles explained that the primary source of revenue during last month was from swimming and diving, indoor track, interest income, member dues and weight management. Mr. Charles the commented on the expenses for last month.  Mr. Long made a motion to approve the financial report. The motion was seconded by Dr. Stone and carried unanimously.
II.
Public Comment


None.
III.
Action Items

A.
Approval of Tournament Sanctions


Mr. Charles commented on the 14 requests for sanction and stated that they all have followed the normal process for approval. Ms. Kohel made a motion to approve the request. The motion was seconded by Mr. Oliver and carried unanimously.

D.
Request to Send Student & Adult Delegates to NFHS SLC



Mr. Charles commented that this expense was included in this years budget but with the financial issues the state is facing he wanted to make sure the Board Members still wanted to send students to the NFHS Student Leadership Conference. Mr. Charles commented that we would be sending two adults and six students and that the National Federation covers the costs for the students but that DIAA would have to pay for the adults. Mr. Charles stated that the costs for the adults would run about $2,500.00. Mr. Charles stated that last year the National Federation Foundation gave to each state that held a student leadership conference a $1,000.00 grant and also $500.00 to apply toward the costs of the adult delegates. To date, DIAA has not received information on whether we will receive these monies from the NFHS in FY08. Mr. Charles commented that this is a very positive experience for the students and confirmed that the Students can not attend without two adults chaperones. 



Dr. Owens explained that if this Board approves this request it would have to go through the regular departmental fiscal approval process and because of the current financial situation everything is being scrutinized. Dr. Owens commented that he did not anticipate any problems. 


Dr. Hawtof made a motion to approve this request. The motion was seconded by Ms. Wilbur and carried unanimously.
IV.
Executive Director Report


A.
Preliminary Winter Tournament Report


Mr. Charles explained that this report was not complete but that most of the numbers were fairly accurate. Mr. Charles commented that the Dual Team Wrestling Tournament attendance was hurt by a ice storm that hit right before the tournament. 



Mr. Charles commented that the Individual Wrestling Tournament was postponed due to weather but that the attendance was good but below average.


Mr. Charles stated that the Swimming and Diving Committee did a great job on this tournament and that the attendance was above average.



 Mr. Charles commented that the Indoor Track Tournament was sold out. 


Mr. Charles then commented on the girls’ basketball and said that it was a very successful tournament with very good attendance. Mr. Charles then commented on a group of girls who play basketball from Afghanistan that were at the final round of the girls basketball tournament. Mr. Charles stated that the girls were presented with an autographed ball from the two teams in the tournament.  Mr. Charles commented that the boys’ tournament was also very successful and had great attendance. Mr. Charles thanked Mr. Neubauer for helping in running a great tournament. 
III.
Action Items
C. Request by Executive Director to Review and Approve Interim Waivers for Polytech
Lenny Richardson, assistant principal at Polytech High School, was in attendance to present this request. Mr. Richardson requested an open hearing. Ms. Fontello, the Deputy Attorney General, explained that there are 18 voting members of the Board of which 14 were present at this meeting including one member that has recused herself. Ms. Fontello further explained the law requires 10 affirmative votes to grant the waiver request. Mr. Richardson advised that he understood and wished to proceed. Ms. Fontello also explained that the waiver hearing is the opportunity for the school to prove the basis for their waiver request and all information and documents must be presented during the hearing. Mr. Richardson confirmed his understanding and wished to proceed. Mr. Kobasa informed the Board that there was an interim waiver granted by the Executive Director. Ms. Fontello explained that the procedural posture for this waiver was somewhat unique due to the interim waivers.
Mr. Richardson explained that because Polytech is on block scheduling their students could have a semester with four core courses and the next semester have no core courses. Polytech tries to avoid this by scheduling two core courses each semester. Mr. Richardson commented that because of scheduling criteria they have placed in e-school they have not experienced the problem where freshmen do not have a core academic class in a semester until this year. Mr. Richardson explained that this has affected two students one is a softball player and the other is a track runner. Neither student took any core courses in the first semester. This scheduling error was not detected until mid-way through the semester when it was too late to correct. Mr. Richardson stated that both students are passing all subjects in the second semester and does not want the students to be punished for the school and e-school errors. 
Mr. Charles explained that the DIAA regulations require that a student be passing five credits two of which must be core courses. Mr. Charles commented that there were three student affected and stated that they had five credits but no credits in the core courses. Mr. Charles stated that one of the three did not play sports. Mr. Charles reviewed DIAA regulation 1009.2.6.1.Mr. Charles commented that because the students did not cause the problem and it appeared to be a problem with the school or the e-school program he granted an interim waiver so that the students could practice and try-out.  Mr. Charles also waived the DIAA regulation that requires that the School submit a waiver application on behalf of each students apply to the Board for a waiver and appear before the Board during the waiver hearing. Mr. Charles explained that because of the unique circumstances in this case, he did not believe the Students needed to appear. Ms. Kohel made a motion to approve the interim waiver of 1006.9.2 to waive individual application per Student and the personal appearances of the Students and their Parents because this was an error of e-school. The motion was seconded by Mr. Long and carried unanimously. Dr. Hawtof commented that it should be clear that this was a computer glitch and not an error on the part of the school. Ms. Kohel made a motion that the Board approve the interim waiver of 1009.2.6.1 and grant the waivers for both students due to the fact that it was a circumstance that occurred that was beyond the schools and the students control. The motion was seconded by Mr. Long and carried unanimously. 
B. Request by The Centreville School for DIAA Membership
Mr. Brian Scott, head of Physical and Health Education for the Centreville School, was in attendance to present this request. Mr. Scott was requesting associate member status with DIAA. Mr. Scott explained that they have students from ages 4 through 14 with learning disabilities and that the schools mission is to provide students with the academic strategies and life skills that they need.  Mr. Scott commented they are applying for Associate Member Status because they cannot comply with DIAA regulation regarding grade classification because they do not assign students to a grade. Mr. Scott commented that the sports will include boys’ soccer, boys and girls basketball and lacrosse. Mr. Scott confirmed that the school was aware of the age restriction and that although the school did not have any 15 year old students he understood that no players over 14 would be permitted to participate. Mr. Wagner made a motion to approve the request for associate member status and that the school must comply with the age restrictions in the DIAA regulations. The motion was seconded by Ms. Samonisky and carried unanimously. 
IV.
Executive Director Report


B.
Update on Proposed Changes to DIAA Handbook (Including Written Comments)


Mr. Charles updated the members of the Board and stated that the proposed revisions were sent to the register of regulations and have been posted in the March 2008 proposed regulation section. The proposed regulation changes are on the Agenda for the March State Board of Education meeting for their first reading. Mr. Charles shared comments received from Father Bill McCandless of Salesianum regarding objections to the proposed changes in the transfer rule.
C. Report on JSC Hearing on DIAA

Mr. Charles stated that Dr. Owens, Mr. Kobasa and himself met with the Joint Sunset Committee and was a good meeting. Mr. Charles commented that there were some positive comments on what DIAA was doing. Mr. Charles commented that he mentioned to the JSC how valuable it is to have a doctor on the DIAA Board. Mr. Charles commented that he also expressed his concern with the limit of replacing six Board members per year. Mr. Charles commented that occasionally there is a need to replace more and that it is difficult to function when we are short Board members. Mr. Charles also commented that he mentioned to them the importance of having a certified athletic trainer in each school and the importance of recognizing athletic directors in more of an administrative capacity and the difficulty of the job. Mr. Kobasa commented that Mr. Charles’s presentation was very positive and well received.
D. Status of Appeal by CHHS

Ms. Fontello updated the Board regarding the status of the Appeal pending in Superior Court. She explained that a joint motion to dismiss on behalf of DIAA and the State Board was filed on the basis that there is no jurisdiction to hear this appeal in Superior Court. Ms. Fontello stated that this motion is pending with the court. Ms. Fontello explained the process and the briefing schedule. 
E. Report on HR #44 Steroid Task Force

Mr. Charles reported that he met with the Steroid Task Force Committee in February and commented that a presentation on the subject of steroids was given by Mr. Jeremy Axe who is working with the Task Force as a research assistant. Mr. Charles commented that there was also general discussion on the direction that the task force needs to take in the next few months. Mr. Charles also commented that with Dr. Owens and Gerald Allen on the Task Force DIAA has good representation. Mr. Charles stated that his sense was that the interest was more in education than in testing. 
F. DOE Spending Restriction

Mr. Charles commented on the financial situation with the State and shared a memo that came from Mrs. Woodruff, the Secretary of Education, in an effort to help keep the State on target in meeting our budget at the end of the year. Mr. Charles stated that he has shut down travel in the office but feels that he should attend the summer meeting. Mr. Charles stated that day-time meals have been cut but after hours meals may be approved.  
V.
Other
Mr. Charles reported on the Bayball Classic and stated that he has received some reports from vendors stating that they have not been paid for last years tournament.  Mr. Charles also commented that he has not received the financial report from last years tournament and informed Mr. Coverdale that he needs it by the end of March. 

VI.
Public Comment



None.
VII.
Adjournment

Ms. Wilbur made a motion to adjourn at 10:40 a.m. The motion was seconded by Dr. Hawtof and carried unanimously.








Tina Hurley  
